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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
This should be how you title page looks. Just state the title, underlined and in caps, and the author(s) name. Everything should be centered.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
This is contact  information. Your E-mail address is optional.

This could be put on the other side also if you like.
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E

FADE | N:

ON BLACK t he statenent:

Bl ack Love Can Be So Strange;
And Strange Is Oten Black Love.

The FAI NT SOUNDS OF URBAN MUSI C, SCUFFLI NG FEET, a BASKETBALL
AS I T IS DRI BBLED and SHOT AGAI NST A BACKBOARD, and SEVERAL
MALE VO CES tal king about a basketball game can be heard. The
sounds gradually begin to increase in volunme until they can
easily be heard.

EXT. BASKETBALL COURT - DAY

It is a typical day on the basketball court. SPECTATORS wal k
by and | ean on a Hl GH CHAI NED- LI NK FENCE t hat surrounds the
court. Separate four on four half court games are being

pl ayed. BALL PLAYERS are entering and | eaving the court from
an open gate in the fence. Urban nusic is loudly being played
on a BOOM BOX.

A YOUNG, BLACK MAN
is coming down the basketball |ane for a slam dunk.

SPECTATORS (O S.)
Dam!

ANOTHER PLAYER

stands at the free throw |ine holding a basketball, he is AIR
W LLIE

AIR WLLIE B
Gane baby, who's got next?

He | ooks towards the open gate entrance.

AlR WLLIE
Oh hell n'all, who are these..
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BLACKSCREENPLAY.COM
Observe how this page is formatted. The column tabs, and spacing can be found on the formatting page on our website.

A glossary of screenwriting terms can be found on the Glossary page of our website.

(Everything is based using MS Word)

1 page is approximately 1 min of screen time

Screenplays should be written in  Courier Font, 12 Pitch. 

             MARGINS:
1" Top 
1" Bottom(can be shorter if you need to add an extra line dialogue)
1.25"-1.50" Left(Remember- you need room to 3-hole punch the screenplay) 
1" Right


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
The first line of every page should be numbered about 6" from the left margin, or column 60 in MS Word. (Why are the pages numbered in the upper right hand corner? It makes it easlier from a reader to scan through your screenplay and see how long it is:90-120 pages)

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
All screenplays begin with FADE IN: NO EXCEPTIONS

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Sound and noise directions are usually in CAPs. Only put in CAPs if it is important information for the reader.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Master Scene Heading: Always in Caps, and always simple.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Try to kept scene descriptions to a minimun. Only give information that is needed for your scene. Unlike other forms of writing, less is more in this case.

Always CAP new characters introduced into the screenplay (SPECTATORS,BALL PLAYERS), or important  set information(HIGH CHAINED -LINK FENCE).

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
In the good old days of screenwriting you might have included a camera direction when you wanted a close-up of this character. Now you just CAP the person, or object, you want a close-up on. Did you get the feel of a close-up when you read this? 

The first time a new character appears in a scene they should be in CAPs.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Air WillIe? You know we couldn't make this name up. We actually placed a game against a guy who called himself this. He was just like Air Jordan, except that he couldn't shoot, couldn't dribble, and couldn't sky.
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@ FOUR YOUNG BLACK MEN

wal k on the court. They are CLYDE, ERIC, FLOYD, and TIM
JOHNSON. They are all about the same age, and Timis wearing
GLASSES.

AIR WLLIE (O S.) @
... Mmscel | aneous Negroes wal ki ng
on the court.

Clyde wal ks toward Air Wllie at the free-throw line.

AIR WLLIE
(to dyde)
Yo baby, we're playing serious
ball out here today. No room
for amateurs.

The fellas continue to walk on the court. O yde now stands
in front of Alr Wllie.

AIR WLLIE
You fellas are serious aren't
you? Well before you get set
on playing, let ne introduce
nmy squad to you

He points toward each of his players one at a tine.
@BABY SHAQ appears first.
AIR WLLIE (O S.)
We call himBaby Shaq, because
of his unstoppabl e | ow post
gane.

| CE CREAM appears next.

AIR WLLIE (O S.)
We call himlce Cream because
his noves are snooth and chilly.

SLAM JAM appears | ast.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
The main characters of this screenplay. The main characters should be introduced into your screenplay as soon as possible.

Only put in needed information about your characters. The story will construct the characters for you.

Although the descriptions of the characters are limited, you should know everything about them before you begin to write them.

Notice that  we had Tim wearing glasses. This is telling you that GLASSES are important to the story, or scene. Otherwise, why put it in? Nothing is shown in a screenplay unless it is needed.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Has this ever happened to you? You walk on the court and the other players have already sized you up as a lame. Your Rep is your game; If you have no Rep, you have no game. 

We always observed the 1-slam rule. If you can slam 1-time in the game you get a Rep.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Another way to write a camera shot on a character.
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AIR WLLIE (O S.)
And the one with the nasty gane
endi ng dunk, we call SIlam Jam

AIR WLLIE
points to hinself.

AlIR WLLIE
And of course there’s nme. Wo
am|? Al you need to know is
t hat before there was Air Jordan,

there was ne -- Alr Wllie.
CLYDE

Ch Negro, please! Gve ne the

t ouch.

Alr Wllie gives the basketball to Cyde. Clyde turns to this
t eammat es.

CLYDE
Everyone pick up a man.

Timtakes off his glasses, and puts themin his pocket.
TIM
(to dyde)

Shoul d we even bother to play?
We don't have any nanes.

CLYDE
Don't believe the hype!

The fellas each pick up a man. Timgets Slam Jam Eric gets
Baby Shaq; Floyd gets Ice Ctream Cyde turns back to Air
WIllie, and tosses himthe ball.

CLYDE
Let's rock!

The gane begi ns:

| CE CREAM shoots a junper.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
This is another way to write a montage, or a series of shots. Some write MONTAGE as the scene header, but we thought that  writing it this way made the story flow better when reading.
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FLOYD nakes a | ay up.

SLAM JAM nakes a rebound dunk.

ERI C makes a hook shot.

AIR WLLIE nakes a junper.

CLYDE nakes a shot.

BABY SHAQ nmakes a | ow post nove and a | ay up.
TI M makes a | ay up.

BABY SHAQ tries to shoot a short junper over Eric. Eric
bl ocks it cleanly.

SPECTATORS (0. S.) @
Damm! He got his shot bl ocked.

Baby Shag hears the comment and points to Eric.

BABY SHAQ
| got ball.

ERI C and FLOYD REACT

to the call with disbelief. COyde picks up the ball and starts
to walk to the top of the free-throwline. Air Wllie foll ows
hi m

AIR WLLIE
Yo man, Baby Shaq called "ball".

CLYDE
That's a bullshit call.

AIR WLLIE
You gotta respect a man's call.

Clyde quickly turns to Air Wllie.
CLYDE

| don't have to respect a dam
thing! That was a clean block --
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
When we first wrote this, we had his shot getting "packed" which is another way to say blocked. Although we knew what "packed" meant, would our readers? This is why you try to avoid slang, unless it is necessary.
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FLOYD AND ERI C
are standing next to each other on one side of the court.

FLOYD
(to Eric)
-- by the "Eraser".

ERI C
The Eraser? | |like that.

Air Wllie stands directly in front of C yde.

AIR WLLIE
But that was Baby Shag who
made the call.

CLYDE
| s that suppose to nmean sonethi ng
to me? Shit, he isn’t Shaq. Baby
Shack perhaps, but definitely not
Shaq.

Clyde and Air WIllie go back and forth arguing (AD LIB) in the
background as Tim who is standing under the basket, happens
to | ook off court. He SQU NTS, and takes his gl asses out of

hi s pocket and puts them on.

TWO YOUNG BLACK WOMVEN

=

are at an EXERCI SE STATION | ocated across a snall field
outside the fence. They are SHARON and DEE DEE ( SHORT FOR
DI NNA DUNCAN). Dee Dee is working out while Sharon is | ooking
back at Tim
TI M waves to Sharon.
@SHARCN' S FACE
frowns as she | ooks back at Tim
As Ti mwaves, he does not notice that Cyde and Air WIllie had

resolved their dispute over the call. Cyde has the basketball
and restarts the gane with a pass to Tim
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Remember, we had Tim wearing glasses? This is one reason why(there will be another one later), we wanted a visual way to have Tim show that he saw something off-court, without just writing it that way.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
The other main characters. Notice limited character descriptions.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Close-up of Sharon's face.
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@ A BASKETBALL IS THROMWN

to Timhead high. Timreflexively ducks out the way at the
| ast nonent, and the ball hits the fence wwth a | oud CLACK

CLYDE
Tim get in the gane.

Timgoes to retrieve the ball. He gets it and tosses it back
to d yde.

He | ooks back off court.
@ THE EXERCI SE STATI ON
IS now enpty.

He takes his gl asses back off, puts themin his pocket, and
gets back into the gane.

EXT. BASKETBALL COURT — DAY - LATER

Clyde is at the top of the free-throw line handing Air Wllie
t he basketbal | .

CLYDE
Al right fellas, this is gane
poi nt .

Alr Wllie turns to his team
AIR WLLIE
| want you guys to shut these
boys down. It's no way that
t hese guys are suppose to be
in the gane with us.
He turns back to Clyde and tosses himthe ball.

AIR WLLIE
Let's rock.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
We could have had Tim just get back into the game after seeing Sharon, but why not use Tim's wave to Sharon to keep the  basketball game going.

Try to write interesting scenes, just don't truck through them.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Close-up of empty work station. Do you think this way reads better than CLOSE_UP on empty work station?


- BlackScreenPlays.con-Black ScreenPlays.corr- Black ScreenPlays.corr-

7

Clyde throws the ball to Eric. Eric nmakes a nove and gives the
ball up to Floyd. O yde conmes down and picks Tims man, Sl am
Jam Tim conmes around the pick and Floyd throws himthe ball.
Timcatches it and shoots. [:;

THE BASKETBALL
goes into the basket.

Clyde, Floyd, and Eric cone over and congratulate Tim as the
| osing team wal ks off the court.

AIR WLLIE
| can't believe that we got
beat by those guys.

CLYDE
Believe it Holnmes -- believe it!

INT. TIMS APT — LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Clyde, Floyd, and Eric sit on the COUCH and CHAI RS wat chi ng
the outconme of a playoff game between the New York Knicks and
the Los Angel es Lakers on the TELEVI SI ON. Several enpty BEER
CANS and SNACK CHI P BAGS sit on the COFFEE TABLE in front of
t hem

The basketball gane is in the | ast seconds. W do not see the
action, but HEAR THE ANNOUNCER as he describes it.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q)
...20 seconds left in the gane
and the Knicks need a basket to
W n. ..

INT. TIMS APT - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Timis on the phone. The Announcer can be heard in the back-
gr ound.

TI'M
(on phone)
Could you tell Sharon that Tim

cal | ed?
(frowni ng) @
Al'l right then, thanks.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Of course they won- it's our screenplay. The best thing about screenwriting is that your control everything that happens.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Notice limited apartment descriptions. It simply not important how Tim's apartment looks like in the screenplay. Only write what  you need for your story.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
This is called a parenthetical, or wrylies. This is a direction for the actor, or actress to follow. 

DO NOT OVER USE. Let Actors act, and Directors direct.

We put this in order to make Tim pause as if he heard something he didn't like.
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Ti m hangs up the phone and shakes his head.
INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
CLYDE, ERI C, AND FLOYD

sit on the edge of their seats.

ANNOUNCER (V. Q.)
...5 seconds left as Ewm ng has [:J
the ball...Ew ng pivots...3 seconds

| eft...He shoots the junp hook..
1 second...It'ssssss GOOD. THE
KNI CKS HAVE BEATEN THE LAKERS!

The fellas junp out of their seats yelling. Timappears in the
hal | way entrance with the phone in his hand. He stops at a
SMALL TABLE at the hallway entrance which has an AQUARI UM and
BOX OF FISH FOOD on it. He places the phone on the table.

TIM
What happened?

ERI C
Ewi ng hit a nasty, game endi ng
shot. You shoul d have seen it.

CLYDE
Where were you, you m ssed the
best shot of the gane.

TIM
| was on the phone.

CLYDE
Phone? It must have been a pretty
i mportant wicked call to mss the
end of the gane.

FLOYD
"W cked" call?

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
We said that you can make anything happen in your  screenplay world. Including the impossble.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Alert- Aquarium and Fish Food must be important in this screenplay, otherwise why mention them?
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CLYDE
[:J Yeah, a wicked call. It's that
| ate night call you nake to a

honey to see if you can cone
over and get-get-get-get busy.

ERI C
| use to call that ny "M dnight,
| need to get paid" rap. Tim nust
be getting an early start tonight.

TI M
No, it was sonething el se.

Eric and Floyd sit back down. Clyde starts to head to hall way.

CLYDE
(to Floyd)
Fl oyd, did you put that beer you
just bought us in the frig?

FLOYD
Yeah, it's in there.
Clyde wal ks pass Timwho is still standing in the hallway
entrance and di sappears down the hall way.
ERI C
(yel l'i ng)

Get nme one too, Cyde.

FLOYD
| made a slight change in the
beer order.

Clyde re-enters holding two cans of beer.
CLYDE
What kind of shit is this? |
t hought | told you to buy sone
MIller's or sonething.

He wal ks back into the living room and tosses one of the
beers to Eric who | ooks at the | abel.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
We used a slang term "wicked call", but explained we it means in the dialogue. It's cheaping, but you can have your characters play dumb in order to explain something.

"Wicked call"- Everytime I ever made a "wicked call" to a girls house I ended up just playing scrabble all night.
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He opens it,

Clyde sits.

=

=

FLOYD
Wen | got to the store to buy
the beer, | saw that they had
this beer on sale. | calcul ated

that this beer was substantially
cheaper per ounce than the other
beers, so | got it.

CLYDE
Floyd -- You're so cheap. Wuat’s
a few cents cost savings nean
when it cones to beer?

and takes a sip; So does FEric.

CLYDE
This shit taste |ike guinea pig
pi Ss.

ERI C
This is like the stuff we use
to home brew in the country,
and serve in nmason jars.

FLOYD
You guys act |ike you' ve been
dri nki ng brand nane beers your
whol e |ives. Wiy, just a couple
of years ago you guys were drinking
40 ounces with a straw. Now you
act like you' re beer connoisseurs,
or sonet hi ng.

CLYDE
Thi ngs change.

FLOYD
Thi ngs change, huh?

CLYDE
Yeah thi ngs change, because |I'm
living | arge these days -
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
We had a roommate a Ohio State that said that everything tasted like guinea pig piss. My question to him still today is "How did he know what guinea pig piss tasted like?"

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
First hint about Floyd's character being cheap. The story ditates how your characters act.
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ERI C
(i nterrupting)
-- Extra large --

CLYDE
-- in nmy small world.

Timwal ks into the living room

TIM
Al'l right now, soneone tel
me what | mssed in the gane.

CLYDE
We al ready told you that New
York beat the Lakers sorry ass
in the | ast seconds. \What el se
do you need to know?

TI M
Was it a tough win?

CLYDE
O course it was, it's always
t ough when you’'re playing the
Lakers.

TI M
You know t hat the gane woul d
not have been that close if
t hey had drafted that six-foot
guard out of State |ast year.

Clyde, Floyd, and Eric give Tima CONFUSED LCCK.[:J

CLYDE
Who are you tal king about?
TI M
Wiy ne of course -- TimJohnson

Fl oyd and Eric start |aughing. Cyde shakes his head back and
forth.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
CAP CONFUSED LOOK, because we needed actors direction in this instance.


=
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CLYDE

VWhat the hell are you talking
about? This guy hits one | ucky
shot in the playground, after
messing up ny nice pass, and

t he next thing you know he's
tal ki ng about the NBA. Wat's
wrong with hinP

ERI C
| don't know. The boy needs hel p.
FLOYD
Lot s.
CLYDE
(to Tim

| f anything, you have one of the
weakest ganmes in this room

Clyde points to a TELESCOPE standing in the corner of the
living room

CLYDE
Your ganme is so weak you would
need your telescope to see it.
(1 aughi ng)
Cone to think of it, I"'mten
tinmes the ball player you wi sh
you coul d be.

TIM
So I"'mweak, like zero on the
gane scal e, huh?

CLYDE
That's right, you're a zero.

TIM
But wait a mnute, you said that
your game was ten tinmes as good
as ny gane, so what does that
make you? What's ten tinmes zero?

Eric and Fl oyd begin to | augh.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Sneaky way to introduce a telescope into the room. Will I use the telescope later? I must, otherwise why put it in the scene?
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CLYDE
Oh, shut the hell up.

TIM
(pointing at C yde)
Don't mess with ne.

The phone RI NGS

CLYDE, FLOYD, & ERIC

(yel l'i ng)
W CKED CALL!
TI M
Nobody nove, 1’|l get the phone.

Timhurries over to the phone, picks it up off the snal
tabl e, and di sappears down the hallway before he answers it.
The fellas are amused at Tinms reaction.

Monents later, Timreappears in the hallway entrance.

TIM
Eric, it's your wfe.

Eric gets up and wal ks over to Tim He takes the phone, and
[:;malks down the hallway. Timpicks up the box of fish food from

the small table, and starts to put sone fish food in the

aquari um

FLOYD
You were expecting a call, Tinf

TI'M
No, not really.

CLYDE
| told you about that weak gane
of yours. \Were is your answering
machine at? | don't know any single
guys that still answer their phone
in person. That answering machi ne
is your first line of defense.

TI M
Def ense? Def ense agai nst what ?
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Shows that Eric is married. There must be a reason why we tell you that he is married in this scene.

Everything must be setup in your screenplay, nothing just happens.
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CLYDE
Def ense agai nst unwant ed wonen,
of course. Isn't that right Floyd.

FLOYD
That's right, it has saved ne
@ pl enty of tines.

TIM
| had a nmachi ne, but | di sconnected
it.

Eric reenters, bunping Timas he goes by. Timal nost spills
the box of fish food into the tank.

TIM
Watch it. You al nost made
me spill the whole box in
t he tank.

ERI C
|"msorry, we wouldn't want
that to happen. | know how

you | ove those fish

TIM
(to Eric)
So, how s the Ms?

Eric sits. Timstops feeding the fish, and stands on the
outskirts of the living room

ERI C
She's fine. | guess she saw
on the news that the gane
was over, and wanted to know
when | was com ng hone.

FLOYD
What, is she checking up on
you? Sounds kind of rough to
ne.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Wonder why Tim disconnected his answering machine?  Everything happens for a reason.
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ERI C
It's not rough, actually she
has been very nice lately. She
has let nme get away with a | ot
w t hout saying a word. You know
| have it |ike that.

CLYDE
" m gl ad you do, because | think
that it is tough being married
t hese days, especially with al
of the wonmen out here today.
It's got to seriously slow up
your gane.

ERI C
Being married hasn't slowed ny
gane up at all.

TI'M
He's got that right!

As Eric continues, Timlooks towards the television.

They al |

A BLACK FEMALE NEWS ANCHOR, LI NDA MCKENNON

| ook.

ERI C
| get nore play now, than when
| was single. | can't count the

nunber of tines when a wonan has

asked if I was married and | told
her "Yes", and her next question

had been "Happily"?

TIM
Fel |l as, check out the TV.

[D | NSERT THE TELEVI SI ON ON SCREEN.

desk with the station call letters, KBMN vVisible behind her.

=
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sits behind a | arge


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Why is Tim so hard on Eric? There must be a reason.

I must say that marriage hasn't slowed me up either. I was slow to begin with.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
This is how you usually handle TV inserts. We found that there is no set way to do it, but we thought this way worked for us.

This is also PLOT POINT 1.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
If you didn't get it:

KBMW- K Black Men Women.

I know, cute.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
O.K. We are about 15 pages in and what do we know. We know all of the main characters, and we know that something is going on with Tim's and Sharon's relationship.

A general rule in screenwriting is that you should know who the main characters are, and basically what the story is about in the first 20 pages. This is not a hard rule, but a general one.

DO NOT WRITE TO FORMATS, OR PLOT POINTS.
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L1 NDA

This special report is entitled
‘Good Bl ack Men: Were Are You?
We are doing this report because
of the numerous responses we have
recei ved from Bl ack wonmen about
the unavailability of finding good
Bl ack nen. First sone statistics:

THE SCREEN GOES BLACK
as the statistics appear |ine by line.

BLACK MEN MAKE UP 7% OF THE POPULATI ON, BUT 60% OF PRI SON
| NVATES.

LI NDA (V. Q)
Bl ack nen make up 7% of the
popul ati on, but 60% of the
prison innmates.

MORE BLACK MEN ARE I N PRI SON THAN | N COLLEGE

LI NDA (V. Q)
More Bl ack nen are in prison
than in coll ege.

ONE OF THE BI G&EST CAUSES OF DEATH FOR BLACK MEN 18-26 | S
HOM CI DE

LINDA (V.Q.)
One of the biggest causes of
death for Black nen 18-26 is
hom ci de.

40% OF THE BLACK MEN BETWEEN THE AGES OF 20 AND 35 ARE
El THER I N JAIL, OR I N SOVE WAY | NVOLVED W TH THE PROBATI ON
AUTHORI TI ES.

LINDA (V. Q)
40% of the Bl ack nen between
the ages of 20 and 35 are either
injail, or in someway invol ved
with the probation authorities.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Verify all statistics before you use them.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Hopefully, this stat is changing for the better. We have to many in the wrong places.
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LI NDA REAPPEARS ON SCREEN

L1 NDA
Additionally, the other factors
of hi gh unenpl oynent, drugs, gay
lifestyles, and Bl ack nmen marrying
outside of their race, does seem
to build a case for those Bl ack
wonen who say there are not nany
avai |l abl e Bl ack nen.

FLOYD

is relaxing on the couch; He sits up and | eans towards the
t el evi sion.

FLOYD
@ | don't know about all those
statistics, but that Linda
McKennon i s fine.

ERI C
Isn’t she? | was just thinking
t he sane thing

CLYDE
| wonder what she | ooks |ike
naked?

TIM
Wul d you guys be serious for
a mnute. I'"'mtrying to hear

what she's sayi ng.
They | ook back at the tel evision.
| NSERT THE TELEVI SI ON ON SCREEN

L1 NDA

[:J Statistics can be m sl eadi ng
sonetines, so we sent three
reporters out to the three
pl aces one woul d |ikely neet
Bl ack men: Work, C ub, and
Church. First lets join Reporter
Mchelle Dewitt, at a job site.

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
It funny where things come from. This dialogue come from a late night at Ohio State watching a late night talk show. Someone called in a told the host " I don't care what you guys are talking about, but I just wanted to call and tell you that your host is "fine".

Your screenplay comes from a lot of places, including your life experiences.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
There could have been more places, but we thought that these were the majors.
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THE FI RST REPORTER, M CHELLE DEW TT, APPEARS ON SCREEN

She is standing in front of a LARGE OFFI CE BUI LD NG
M CROPHONE | N HAND. Behi nd her stands a LARCGE GROUP
OF BLACK WOVEN.

M CHELLE
Mchelle Dewitt here. Wth
i ncreasi ng nunbers of Bl ack
wonen entering the professional
wor k places today, | have cone
to this office building to ask
this group of professional Bl ack
wonen t he question:

She turns to the group.

M CHELLE

(yell'ing)
Are there many good Bl ack nen here?

GROUP OF WOMEN # 1

(yel l'i ng)
NO

I ndi vi dual Bl ack wonen start to yell out responses to the
question posed by Mchelle. Mchelle puts the m crophone in
front of each that speaks. The wonmen will speak in rapid
successi on.

OFFI CE WOVAN # 1
[:; | don't see any, and when | do
t hey are underachi evers, |ike
the security guards.

OFFI CE WOMAN # 2
If you do neet one on your
prof essional level, then they're
culturally unsophi sti cated. .

OFFI CE WOVAN # 3
...o0r a chauvinist, they don't
want to respect your career.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
This dialogue was fun to write, because we have heard this stuff over, and over again at our jobs.
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OFFI CE WOMAN # 4
That's because they are intimdated
by a professional Black woman.

OFFI CE WOMAN # 5
A l ot of them know about the
shortage of decent nen and try
to exploit it.

OFFI CE WOVAN # 6
And don't forget about the ones
t hat date \White wonen.

The entire group noans; Mchelle turns back to the screen.

M CHELLE
There you have just a sanpling
of how these wonen feel. They
all agree that there are not
many decent Bl ack nen here.
Back to you, Linda.

LI NDA REAPPEARS ON SCREEN

L1 NDA
Thank you, Mchelle. Now lets
go to our second reporter at a
wel I known | ocal nightclub

THE SECOND REPORTER, LI SA WOODS, APPEARS ON SCREEN

She is in front of a club wth ANOTHER GROUP OF BLACK WOVEN,
M CROPHONE i n hand. The nanme of the club, HOUSERS, shows
prom nently over the entrance door.

LI SA

Li sa Wods here. The club scene
has al ways been a pl ace where

Bl ack single wonen have gone
for entertai nment, and perhaps
a chance to neet M. Right. I'm
here at Housers with a nunber

of wonen to ask the question:
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She turns to the group.

LI SA

(yel l'i ng)
Do you wonen ever neet a |ot

of decent Bl ack nen here?

GROUP OF WOMVEN # 2

(yel l'i ng)
NO

Just like at the office building, Lisa wll place the
m crophone in front of various wonmen that speak in rapid
successi on.

CLUB WOVAN # 1
[:J You use to always find one or
two decent guys in a club, but
now there isn't anything here,
but a bunch of dogs.

CLUB WOMAN # 2
They play too much, like i mmature
boys.

CLUB WOMAN # 3
Most of the nen are fake, wanna-
be- sonet hi ng-t hey-aren't types.

CLUB WOVAN # 4
And so cheap, they won't even
buy you a drink nowadays.

CLUB WOMAN # 5
When you do neet a nice one here,
they are either married and on
the wild --

CLUB WOMAN # 6
(interrupting)

@ -- or gay.

The group | aughs; Lisa turns back to the screen.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Clubs are tough, because everyone knows why you are there, yet no one will admit why they are there.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
We didn't want  to touch the gay thing, but it is a major factor these days. I'm in the SF Bay area I keep telling my co-workers that Black people are not gay. No matter what you see on the Jerry Springer and the Ricki Lake shows.
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LI SA
Well Linda, it |looks like it's
tough sailing here al so. Back
to you.

LI NDA REAPPEARS ON SCREEN

L1 NDA
It seens that things are hard
all over. Perhaps our |ast reporter
has had better luck. Pat, are you
t here?

THE LAST REPORTER, PAT YOUNG APPEARS ON SCREEN

She stands in front of a LARGE CHURCH M CROPHONE i n hand.
Behi nd her is ANOTHER GROUP OF BLACK WOVEN

PAT
Yes Linda, |I'mhere. |I'm Pat
Young, and |I'mstanding in
front of a church with a group
of its wonmen nenbers. It has
been said that church is where
you could always go to find a
decent Bl ack man.

She turns to the group of Bl ack wonen.

PAT

(yel l'i ng)
Ladi es, are there many decent

Bl ack men here?

GROUP OF WOMVEN # 3

(yel l'i ng)
NO

Just like the other two times, Pat will interview different
Bl ack wonmen fromthe group

CHURCH WOVAN # 1
| have been coming to this church
for five years, and | haven't net
a good one yet.

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com
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CHURCH WOVAN # 2
|'"ve had nen tell ne that they
don't cone, because they can't
get up out of bed on Sunday
nor ni ng.

CHURCH WOVAN # 3
Trifling! That's the word
descri bi ng nost of them

CHURCH WOMAN # 4
A lot of Black nen are sinners
today and figure that they can't
change.

CHURCH WOVAN # 5
And don't forget about tithing.
A lot of guys are either too
cheap, or don't have the noney
to give the church

Pat turns back to the screen.

PAT
It would seemthat the well
has run dry here al so. Back
to you, Linda.

@ LI NDA REAPPEARS ON SCREEN.

L1 NDA
Al t hough our report shoul d not
be thought of as absolute, it
does seemto collaborate with
what many Bl ack wonen have been
sayi ng today: A good Bl ack nman
can be very hard to find. W'l
be back wth nore news after these
nessages.

[:JTIM

stands in front of the tel evision.
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We have just gone through 3 sets of women. You never want to stereotype, unless you are doing it for contrast. This is  what we are going to do.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Another way this use to be written was to write ANGLE TIM as he stays in front of the TV. You no longer have to put camera directions in your screenplay.
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TI'M
What do you guys think about
that report? It would seem
that you decent Bl ack nmen don't
exi st anynore.

CLYDE
Don't believe that nonsense.
There is no shortage of decent
men out here. It's just that
a |lot of today's wonen prograns
are so raggedy that no decent
guy w Il have anything to do
with them

ERI C
Clyde is right. Mst of them
probably nmeet a decent guy every
week, but when they do they don't
know what to do with him They
will usually pass on himfor the
guy with the nost social problens,
cause they need to be needed, or
have a death w sh

FLOYD
| would |ike soneone to explain
to me what they think a good
Black man is. It seens that a
| ot of themthink that you have
to be a Denzel Washington | ooking,
doctor/l awer, athletic, tough,
yet sensitive type to qualify.

TIM
But what about the statistics.
They didn't nmake themup, did
t hey?

CLYDE
No, but ook Tim Decent Bl ack
wonen don't know anyt hi ng about
a shortage of decent nen. It al
cones down to what you're about
as a wonan.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
As you now can see, the fellas are going to contrast the report from the news cast. See how you must know your story? Why does Tim have 3 friends, and not 2? We had already decided that  we wanted to cover 3 places where Black women say they cannot find decent guys, so Tim needs to have 3 friends to contrast them.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Is Denzel still hot to Black women today? We thought so when we wrote this.
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Clyde sits up in his seat.

CLYDE
| bet that everyone in this room
has dealt with wonmen fromsimlar
pl aces as the ones shown on that
newscast .

Fl oyd and Eric nod their heads.

CLYDE
And | bet that the reason that
it didn't work out was because
of them not because of sone
short age.

ERI C
You got that right.

FLOYD
Yeah, he sure does.

TIM
[:J You can't always blanme it on
t hem can you? There are ot her
t hi ngs happeni ng today t hat
you are choosing to ignore.

CLYDE
VWhat's up with you and this
sudden change on fenal es? |
know that you're a young boy
with a rookie gane, but | had
no idea that it was so weak.
You need to stop readi ng Essence
magazi ne and start listening to
us.

TI M
| do listen, but there is always
nore than one side to any story.

CLYDE
There is, huh?
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Tim is interesting because he keeps hinting  that there is more to this dating picture than it seems. This is no coincidence, because  we as the writes know what is to follow.

THERE ARE NO COINCIDENCES IN A SCREENPLAY.
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Clyde points to Floyd.

CLYDE
Do you have a story about the
type of wonen you sonetines
meet in clubs nowadays?

FLOYD
Yeah. | could come up with
sonet hi ng.
Clyde points to Eric.
CLYDE

Do you have a story about the
Anmen wonmen you sonetinmes mneet
in church?

ERI C
Oh, yeah. You know | do.

CLYDE
Because | have a story about
Bl ack professional wonen you
sonetines neet at the office
t oday.

Clyde stands, wal ks over to Tim grabs him and starts to walk
hi m over to were he was sitting.

CLYDE
Sit down here Tim and listen

up.

[:;Tin1sits. Clyde goes in front of the group.

CLYDE
After you hear these stories
you will see that there nmay be

be two sides to them and we're
on the right side. My story is
about a date | recently had.

| met this woman on ny job..
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Before the fellas begin, you may be thinking "Is this a setup or what?" Of course the news report, and now the fellas comments are a setup. This is a screenplay, and everything in a screenplay is a setup.
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| NT. OFFI CE COPI ER ROOM - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Clyde, dressed in a suit, is on his knees at the foot of a
COPI ER MACHI NE. The door of the copier is open.

CLYDE (V.Q)
...1n the copier room

He hears a FEMALE VO CE, it bel ongs to DESI REE JENKI NS.

DESI REE (O . S.)
| s the copy machi ne working?

Cl yde answers, but does not | ook back at first.

CLYDE
Not right now, but it will be in
a m nute.

Clyde pulls a JAMMED Pl ECE OF PAPER out of the copier, and
shuts the door.

CLYDE (V.Q)
VWhen | turned around...

Clyde turns around, and SLOALY PANS UP HER BQODY.

CLYDE (V.Q)
.1 seen this woman with the
serious |legs, a hurtem up body,
and a pretty face. DESI REE JENKI NS
was her name, and she was P-R-O P-E-R
Pr oper!

Cl yde stands and goes over to talk to her.

CLYDE (V. Q)

[:J Some of you Brothers might have
punked out in that situation,
and not said anything to her.

But | went over and got right

in her nmakeup. W talked a
little bit, and |I asked her if
we coul d finish our conversation
over |unch.
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Have you ever been in this situation and taken the weak, punk way out? I know that I have only to later  wish that I had said something. Life is no more than a collection of missed, and made opportunities. Make the most of yours.
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| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Clyde and Desiree sit a table in a restaurant.
the tabl e speaking to Desiree.

CLYDE (V. Q)
Now, | usually don't ask your
girls out for lunch, because
usually it's a cold beat. But,
seei ng how she was so fine,
figured that | would give her
the benefit of the doubt. But

27

A WAITER is at

when she started tal king, | knew

that it would be a tripped out

| unch.

Clyde watches Desiree as a waiter places a salad in front of
her, and wal ks away fromthe table they are seated at.

She eats,

DESI REE

Isn't the anbiance of this restaurant
just marvel ous? And t hey have the best

| obster sal ad here.

| ooki ng down.

CLYDE (V. 0O.)

Anbi ance? What the hell is that?

She | ooks back up.

DESI REE
So where was |, oh yes, | was

telling you how after | graduated

fromHelman, in the top 10% of

my class, | decided to cone work
for Conmell and Saxe. | could have

wor ked for anyone, of course,

but

since one of ny sorority sisters
is a VP at Saxe, | figured that
| woul d have nore upward nobility

t here.

She takes another bite of her sal ad.

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
As you will see, we use flashbacks as our main device to tell our story. Flashbacks are a very effective tool if you use them correctly.
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CLYDE (V.Q.)
She told nme that she's sorority,
so you know what question cones
next .

DESI REE
Are you Greek? No?

She shakes her head, and starts to eat again.

CLYDE (V. Q)
No I'm not Geek, but ny nother
[:J does have a little Creole in her.
(sarcastically)
So why don't you inpress ne with
what you like to do?

Desiree | ooks up.

DESI REE
| like the Arts, Jazz, Pl ays,
and things like that. | also do
a lot of reading. | especially

i ke books by Alice \Wal ker and
G oria Naylor. You' re probably
finding all of this a bit over-
whel ming aren't you? That's
because | am a representative
of the new and dynam c Bl ack
wonman t oday.

She eats.
CLYDE (V. Q)
Oh is that right? So | can guess
what ki nd of Black man you're
| ooki ng for.

She | ooks up.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Thanks Mike D. for this line. The  Greek thing is a very sensitive topic in the Black community. I know that when we went to Ohio State if you were Greek your life was good. If you were not Greek, well lets not  go there.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Why do you think we chose books by  Alice Walker and Gloria Naylor?  There is always a reason why you decide to put anything in your screenplay.
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DESI REE
| don't knowif | even need one,
but if I had to get one he would
have to be successful and i ndependent
m nded, because that's what | am
i ndependent. You know it's so hard
to meet Black nmen like | described.
Either they don't have the job to
meet ny standard of |iving, or they
are intimdated by ne.

END FLASHBACK
INT. TIMS APT — LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Clyde continues to stand in front of the seated Tim Eric, and
Fl oyd.

CLYDE
You can see why wonen like this
don't make it with a |lot of guys.
She was |ike a | ot of your
professional girls that are so
punped on their careers and
t hensel ves that they feel that
no Bl ack nen are qualified to
even talk to them

TIM
She's right in your case at
| east .

CLYDE

| know she is, and | hope never
to be qualified for her raggedy
program She told ne everything
about herself, except what |
wanted to know.

TIM
VWi ch was?

CLYDE
When were we going to get busy.
Anyt hing nore than that was j ust
noi se.
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Desiree was easy to write. I glad to say that I have not met too many of them.
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ERI C
You nean to tell ne that you
weren't inpressed by her job,
her cultural endeavors, and
her obvi ous superior intellect?

FLOYD
| know | was i npressed.

CLYDE
Are you kidding? If you're a
wonman and you want to inpress
me -- take your clothes off.
O herwi se you' re just another
woman who thi nks she's saying
sonething that I want to hear

TIM
That’' s ki nd of hard.

CLYDE
No it isn't. It’s just that no
one has the tinme, or desire,
to listen to some worman tal k
about how incredible she is.
What she needed to do was to
go hone and tal k to her nother
about what nen expect from her.

TIM
You' re tal king about that old
fashion treatnent, aren't you?

CLYDE
Damm strai ght!

ERI C
Li ke fixing a guys neal at dinner
time.

FLOYD

Or running you sonme bath water
after a hard day of work.

TIM
Ti mes change fell as.
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CLYDE
Yes it does, but not always for
the better.

ERI C

My girl does all of those old
fashi on things for ne.

CLYDE
| bet she does, otherw se, why
woul d you have narried her?

FLOYD
For the steady supply of sex.
You know that you Bl ack nen
can't live wthout sex for any
| ength of tine.

CLYDE
Bul I shit! I went to college for
four years and didn't play sports,
or pledge a frat. So, you know
know how to live without trim

ERI C
You nean you were nom nated for
the Dusty Dick Award, too?

CLYDE
Nom nated? | think I won that
bad boy a couple of those years.

TIM
Hold up a m nute before you boys
get out of hand. Let’'s get back
to your date. Desiree may have
been a bit overconfident, but
she didn't seemthat bad to ne.

CLYDE

Ch she didn't, huh? Well check
out this |ast statenent of hers.
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BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Our lives at Ohio State provided this line. Of course it does apply to us, but we did hear about some guys won this award 4 years in a row.
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| NT. RESTAURANT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
DES| REE

is drinking fromglass; She REACTS as if she heard soneone ask
her a question. She sits the glass down on the table.

DESI REE
O course |'ve dated Wi te nen.
| don't see anything wong with
t hat .
END FLASHBACK.

INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - DAY

CLYDE

| don't foll ow Wite boys!
TIM

So that's it! | knewthat it

had to be sonething el se. So
her saying that hurt you, huh?

CLYDE
Not hurt, but awakened. If you're
a Bl ack woman that has dated Wite
men you should keep it a secret.

ERI C
Amren to that ny Brother.

CLYDE
Because, in ny life | may have
to follow behind Wiite nen in a
| ot of things, such as jobs or
where | can live, but not for
sonme Bl ack pussy.

They scream
FLOYD
And it's not just that d yde.
You know that once they do that
they will probably be into that
freaky stuff.
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Low blow, but  we wanted to make Desiree as undesirable as possible.
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TI'M
Freaky stuff?
FLOYD
[:J Freaky stuff, |ike whips, chains,
ball I|icking, and dick sucking.

Everyt hi ng and anyt hi ng except
strai ght fucking.

TIM
Hol d up! Could we pl ease nove
on, because | think that soneone
is tripping kind of hard right
now.

Fl oyd st ands.

FLOYD
| want to go next.

Fl oyd takes Clyde's position, as Clyde sits down.
FLOYD

Let me tell you about a wonman
| nmet at a club one night. As

matter of fact, | was at the club
t hose women were interviewed at --
Houser s!

EXT. HOUSERS - N GHT ( FLASHBACK)
THE NAME HOUSERS

shows prom nently over the entrance of the club. DANCE MJSI C
is heard in the background.

| NT. HOUSERS - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Fl oyd | ooks around the entire club. It contains a LARGE DANCE
FLOOR, BAR, BOOTHS, and A LOT OF PEOPLE. Sone people are
danci ng, sone are at the bar, and others are standing.

FLOYD (V. O.)
As al ways they were throw ng
down on the nusic, and burning
up the dance fl oor.
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Don't know if this is true, but I heard this enough times that we added it to  the screenplay

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
I only give that name of this club if it is important information. Otherwise, who cares what the name of the club is. Stayed tuned.
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FLOYD

wearing a suit stands just off the dance floor watching
peopl e dance.

FLOYD (V. Q)
|"mthere sporting a serious
suit watching the action for
a while and decided to take
the floor. So | started asking
for dances.

A RAPI D SUCCESSI ON OF BLACK WOVEN
appear as Fl oyd asks each of themfor a dance.

FLOYD (V. Q)
Wul d you |ike to dance?

1st DANCE WOVAN
No, it mght ness up ny hair.

FLOYD (V.Q.)
Wul d you |ike to dance?

2nd DANCE WOVAN
No, | sprained ny ankle and
shoul dn't nove.

FLOYD (V. Q)
Wul d you like to dance?

3rd DANCE WOVAN
No, | don't dance.

ANOTHER BLACK NMAN
wal ks up to her and takes her to the dance fl oor.

FLOYD (V. Q)
Wul d you |ike to dance?

4t h DANCE WOVAN

(after | ooking him
up and down)
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5t h DANCE WOVAN
No, | don't like this song.

6t h DANCE WOVAN
No, the floor is too crowded.

7t h DANCE WOVAN
No, I'"'mjust out with ny girlfriends.

8t h DANCE WOMVAN
No, I'mgetting ready to | eave.

9t h DANCE WOMVAN
No, | rather dance with ny girlfriends.

@ 10t h DANCE WOVAN
No, | didn't cone to dance. |
just cane to turn guys down.

[D AT THE BAR
Floyd sits on a stool with a drink in front him

FLOYD (V. Q)
But sonetimes getting a dance
with a |lady takes an act of
Congress. So | decided to hit
the bar, and get sone antifreeze
to unthaw ny body fromthe icy
at nosphere. So there | was sipping
nmy drink, when | hear this voice.

A FEMALE VO CE | S HEARD, it belongs to LATI SHA PHI LLI PS.
LATISHA (O. S.)
It doesn't look like you' re having

a good tinme.

Fl oyd turns and | ooks at Latisha seated a couple of chairs
dowmn fromhim She is a very pretty Black woman.

FLOYD (V. Q)
| see this young, good | ooking
honey; her name was Latisha Phillips.
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We collected all of these excuses over the years. We could have written 10 more, but why beat a dead horse.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
Alternate way to write this scene location without adding another scene heading.
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Fl oyd speaks to Lati sha.

FLOYD
No, not really. It seens that
it's not ny night.

Lati sha noves down the bar and sits next to him

LATI SHA
You never know, the night is
not over yet.

They start to talk.

FLOYD (V. Q)
We started tal king. One thing
| ead to anot her, and we ended
up going to get a neal...

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Fl oyd and Latisha sit at a table. A WAITER i s standi ng by
Latisha, ready to take her order as she |ooks in the nenu.

FLOYD (V. Q)
...which fromthe start
knew was probably a m st ake.

LATI SHA
VWhat | want is so expensive, but
| think I will get it anyway if
you don't m nd.

Fl oyd wat ches as Latisha | ooks up at the waiter.

LATI SHA
"1l have the Philly of Soul if
you pl ease.

She hands the nenu to the waiter who gives her a STRANGE LOCK
and | eaves.

FLOYD (V. Q)
That's Fillet of Sole. You should
never order sonething you can't
pronounce.
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LATI SHA
| love eating out, especially
with a man who doesn't m nd
pi cki ng up the expenses..

FLOYD (V. Q)
(overl appi ng)
Ch-Ch, | think I've nade a
m st ake.

LATI SHA
...of a woman. A |lot of Bl ack
men don't like to pay anynore.
They can be so cheap, they should
realize that you' ve got to pay
for a girls tine. There ain't
not hing free, especially ne.

She | aughs.

FLOYD (V. Q)
So, you know what comes next.

LATI SHA
How nuch noney do you nake? |
know it's a bit personal, but
you' re such a cl assy | ooking

guy.

FLOYD (V. Q)
O course | didn't tell her.

LATI SHA
Oh, you don't want to say. All
right then, can you tell ne what
you do for a living?

FLOYD (V. Q)
That's the sane question, but |
told her that I was a CPA. |
want ed to know where she was
going with this line of questioning.
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She takes a sip

38

LATI SHA
Oh, they make plenty of noney.
| don't know exactly what they
do, but it sounds |ike sonething
you can nmake good noney in.

of water.

FLOYD (V. Q)
Oh, is that right?

LATI SHA
The only reason why | asked is
that 1've got sonme expensive
tastes and | need a man who can
afford Lati sha.

FLOYD (V. O.)
What do you do?

LATI SHA
|'"'ma sales associate in the
bra and panty departnent at
Lehman- Mar cus.

FLOYD (V.Q.)

So, that's why you need a sponsor!
LATI SHA

Like | said, | got some expensive

tastes and with three children...

FLOYD (V. Q)
(overl appi ng)
Oh, hell no! Bay-Bay's Kkids!

LATI SHA
...and no support fromtheir
fathers can nmake it hard.

FLOYD (V. Q)
So you're definitely |ooking
for a sponsor, aren't you?
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LATI SHA
|[D You know, | like you. Do you
i ke children?

END FLASHBACK
INT. TIMS APT — LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
FLOYD

continues to stand in front of the seated Tim Eric, and
Cl yde.

FLOYD
Needl ess to say, that was the
last tinme | saw her. She didn't
want rmny conpani onshi p; she wanted
my paycheck. You see, sonme wonen
you neet have this girl's problem
they're just looking to get paid --

CLYDE (O S.)
(interrupting)
-- in full --

FLOYD
-- by sone unsuspecting guy.

TIM
Fl oyd, you know how cheap you
are. You' re probably were upset
because you had to pay for dinner.

FLOYD
It's not so nuch that, although
when you add up the costs of the
nmeal , tax, tip..

TIM(O.S.)

(overl appi ng)
Here we go.
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FLOYD
...gas for the car, tire wear,
[J etc., it does conme out fairly

expensi ve. The problemthat |
have is what | told ny father
t he ot her day.

TIM
Go ahead, | know that this wll
be good.

FLOYD

Men today don't get that sane
bang for the buck as their fathers
recei ved.

TI M
VWhat are you tal ki ng about ?

FLOYD
It's very sinple. When your
father, or grandfather, put
out a dollar for a wonman they
got two, or maybe three, dollars
return on that investnent.
Nowadays, when we put out a
dol l ar we get about ten cents
back.

TIM
Fl oyd, only you would cone up
with sonmething |ike that.

CLYDE

Listen to Floyd, you know he's
right. It's alnost |ike prostitution
is going on out here, especially
when you hear bullshit Iike "You
have to pay for a wonan’s tine."

If | pay for sone girls tine she
better be getting ny shit off.

ERI C
You got that right. That's what
| call getting a bang for the
buck.
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FLOYD
The thing that really turned ne
of f about this girl wasn't the
multiple children, or the "I
deserve to get paid" attitude,
but the fact that she didn't neet
my m ni mum i ncome requirenents
for wonen | date.

TIM
VWhich is?

FLOYD
M ni mum 30K

TIM
Floyd, | didn't know how ruch
of a romantic you were until
now.

Fl oyd starts to the couch, as Eric gets up.

FLOYD
| try to be.

TIM
Two down, and one to go.

Floyd sits as Eric stands and walks in front of the fellas.

ERI C
My story could be the trickiest
of themall, because |I'm going
to tal k about one of your church
woman. | net this woman right
before I net my wife. I was over...

EXT. CHURCH - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
A CHURCH

is shown. HUMM NG OF THE LORD S PRAYER can be heard in the
backgr ound.

ERIC (V.0QO)
...at the 16th Street church.
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TIM(V.Q)
|'ve been there, they usually
get off in that church

ERIC (V.0Q)
You got that right. Especially
when they start that humm ng.
So I'"minside...

| NT. CHURCH - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Eric is sitting on a church bench inside of a filled church.
HYMNBOOKS are in a pocket in front of himas he rocks his head
to the humm ng of the Lord' s Prayer.

AN OLDER BLACK WOMAN sits next to him

ERIC (V.0)
...grooving to the hym, when
an older lady sitting next to
me asked --

OLDER LADY
Wul d you give ne that hymmbook
for ny daughter please?

He grabs the hymmbook and starts to hand it to the ol der | ady.

ERIC (V.Q)
| get the hymbook, and start
to hand it to the | ady when
noti ce her daughter.

Eric | ooks over to where the DAUGHTER is seated; She is a very
attractive Bl ack woman.

ERIC (V.0O)
She was bad! She was so nice
| ooking that | forgot what I
was doi ng.

Eric holds the hymmbook and forgets to |l et go as the ol der
woman tries to take it out of his hands.
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OLDER LADY
|'ve got it young man, you can
let it go now.

Eric lets it go as the daughter |aughs.

ERI C
Excuse nme, |I'msorry.

He continues to | ook as he settles back in his seat.

ERIC (V.0O)
| knew right then that | had
to say sonmething to this lady’'s
daughter after the service.

EXT. CHURCH - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Eri c and the daughter stand on the church steps tal king, as
CHURCHGOERS wal k by.

ERIC (V.0QO)
So after the service, | tal ked
to her, found out that her nane
was Mam e Harrison, and asked her
if we could go out sonetine.
| was surprised when she said
t hat she had to take her nother
hone, but afterwards | could
cone by for dinner. So guess
where | ate dinner that Sunday?

INT. MMM E S APT — DI NI NG ROOM - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
THE DI NNER TABLE

is filled with VAR I OUS TYPES COF FOODS. Eric sits at one end of
the table.

ERIC (V.0QO)
First of all, let ne tell you that
the dinner table was laid out. It
was |i ke the way your grandma woul d
do it. | thought that was enough,
but when | saw honegirl. ..
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[:JEiic wat ches Mam e in the kitchen taking a pan of biscuits out
of the oven. She has a STICK OF BUTTER in her hand, and rubs
it across all of them

ERIC (V. Q)
...take a stick of butter and
slap it across the top of sone
oven biscuits, all I could say --

CLYDE
| ooks towards heaven and nout hs.

ERIC (V.0O)
YES!' | finally found the one.

INT. MAM E S APT — DI NI NG ROOM — DAY - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

Eric sits at the dining table and watches as Mam e prepares a
PLATE OF FOOD.

ERIC (V.0QO)
Let nme tell you that up to that
nmoment honegirl was right on
schedul e.

Mam e places the food filled plate in front of Eric.

MAM E
| believe in the true Christian
princi pl es of how nen and wonen
shoul d have rel ati onshi ps..

[DLATER

Mamie is filling Eric’'s glass with water froma pitcher.

MAM E
... The man is the head of the
house and t he wonan shoul d be
subm ssive to his |ead..
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LATER

Manm e stands next to Eric adding nore food to his plate froma
servi ng di sh.

MAM E
...Her duties are to her famly
first, and herself second. |
believe that this is what's wong
with a lot of relationships today...

LATER

Manmi e renoves Eric’s enpty dinner plate and places a plate of
pie in front of him

MAM E
...Alot of wonen want to | ead
men today, or place too much
enphasi s on her career instead
of her man and famly. | know
my job as a Christian Bl ack woman,
and have no problemdoing it.

ERIC (V.Q)
Until we hit a detour.

Manm e stands next to Eric holding his dinner plate.

MAM E
Are you saved? You don't have
to answer that right now, but
| want you to know right up
front that we will be no nore
than friends until you nake a
deep religious commtnent.

ERIC (V.Q)
VWhich is?
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MAM E
To be totally imrersed in Christ.
You see, | use to be "OF the world"

until one day | was in the frozen
food departnment of a grocery store.

Ri ght there, | got struck by a bright,
blinding light. It was the Lord, and
he told nme to change ny ways. |'ve
been changed ever since.

ERIC (V.0O)
Come on honegirl, the Lord in
the grocery store? How do you
know it wasn't a blue |ight
speci al, or sonething?

MAM E
It's true. And ever since then
|'ve been totally devoted. |
go to church as nuch as the
Reverend tells ne too. | give
part of ny earnings in tithing,
just like the Reverend tells ne,
and | tell everyone about the
Wrd. Also, | pray for the
ultimate bl essing every night.

ERIC (V.0QO)
VWhich is what?

MAM E
A man, of course. Soneone to
bond with in the quintessenti al
light of the Lord.

Manmi e puts one of her hands on Eric’s shoul der.

MAM E
You know, | asked for a man
| ast night, and behold you are

here.

END FLASHBACK
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INT. TIMS APT — LI VI NG ROOM - DAY
ERI C MAKES A TI ME QUT SI GNAL

with his hands as he stands in front of the seated Tim
and Fl oyd.

ERI C
Ti meout! Ti meout honegirl.

TI M
VWhat's the probl enf? She was
doi ng fi ne.

ERI C
She was doing fine until she
deci ded to get too supernatura
with the religion.

FLOYD
You nean you didn't believe
the cl ose encounter of the
strange kind story.

ERI C
|"mnot saying that | don't
believe in religious mracles,
but blinding lights in the
supermarket is too far out for
ne.

CLYDE
It's just not that supernatura
stuff, but don't you like it when
a lady was "OF the world" which
you can interpret to nmean a live
freak, and then all of a sudden
deci des to get brand new. Like
some guy wants to hear all of that.
Actually, 1'd prefer to have known
her when she was a freak.

FLOYD

And | got a problemw th that
tithing part.
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They scream

TIM
| bet you do.

FLOYD
No, you don't understand what
|"msaying. | don't mnd giving
money to a church that needs it,
but I don't want to pay for the
Rev to live |arge.

TIM
| didn'"t think she was that bad
until she said that the Lord sent
Eric to her. If she had said the
Devil 1 would have been nore |ikely
to believe her.

ERI C
That's col d, baby.

TIM
"' mjust kidding. What did you
end up doing with that girl?

ERI C
| left her there. | didn't even
finish dinner. | wanted to | eave

before that quintessential bonding
start ed.

ERI C

You see Tim | don't mind a church
girl. My wife and | go to church
every Sunday, but don't overkill

a guy onit. Alot of those church
girls alienate thensel ves from guys
by getting too spooky when it cones
to religion, and end up being al one.
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CLYDE
And so that concludes this |esson
on how nmessed-up Bl ack wonen can
be today. If they don't have a man,
it's not because of a shortage.
hope that you're straight on that
poi nt now, Tim

TI'M
Wait a mnute. | haven't gotten
my chance to tell a story yet.

CLYDE
What kind of story do you have?
| think we covered all the bases.

Timstands as Eric goes and sits down.

TIM
[:J No, you haven't covered all of
them You know that Sharon and
| aren't seeing each other anynore.

They all shake their heads no.
FLOYD
| didn't know you were dating

anyone.

Timwal ks in front of the fell as.

TIM
| was, and |'mgoing to tel
you ny story right now. | was

in the field next to the basket bal
court we played on today...

EXT. SMALL FIELD - TW LI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
[:J Timis adjusting and | ooking in the eyepi ece of his tel escope.
TIM(V.Q)

...Setting up ny tel escope when
| hear this femal e voi ce.
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SHARON (O. S.)
VWhat are you | ooking at?

TIM
Not hi ng much right now, but
later I may be able to see...

Timstops |ooking in the eyepi ece, turns around, and sees
Sharon dressed in a warmup suit.

TIM (V. O
...something. | look, and to
my surprise | see this pretty,
young | ady.
Ti m st ands.
SHARON

Isn"t it going to be hard to
see any stars due to the lights
of the city?

TI M
Yes it would be, but | should be
able to see sonething interesting
here tonight.

SHARON
| see, you know | haven't | ooked
in a tel escope since ny father and
| use to starwatch years ago.

TIM
Wuld you like to join nme awhil e
and do sone wat chi ng?

TIM(V.O)
Bef ore she could answer | hear
this other fenale's voice. It
was her roommate, Di nna Duncan,
Dee Dee for short.

DEE DEE (O.S.)
Sharon, You ready?

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com

50


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
She mentions her father for a reason. Nothing just happens, or is just said in a movie.There is always a reason for everything.


- BlackScreenPlays.con-Black ScreenPlays.corr- Black ScreenPlays.corr-

51
Dee Dee, wearing a warmup suit, wal ks up to both of them

DEE DEE
"' m done with ny set.

SHARON
Dee Dee, this is...Excuse ne,
but what is your nane?

Ti m extends his hand to Dee Dee.

TIM
Hello, |I'm Ti mJohnson.

Dee Dee gives Tima REAL LI M HANDSHAKEl:J

DEE DEE
Sharon, it's time to go if we
plan to finish.

SHARON
Dee Dee, | think that I'm going
to stay here with Tim and | ook
t hrough his tel escope. You go on
and fi ni sh.

DEE DEE
Real | y? You want to stay and do
this? OK then, I'mgoing on
ahead.

Dee Dee starts to jog away, shaking her head. Timand Sharon
resunme tinkering with the tel escope.

TIM (V.Q)
After Dee Dee left, | finished
setting up the tel escope. As |
did, | knew that there was sonething
di fferent about Sharon. | nean, that
was the first time that any Sister
had ever conme up and wanted to | ook
in ny telescope. So, after we finished
| had to find out nore about this |ady.
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| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon sits across fromTimat a table in a restaurant with a
MENU i n her hands.

SHARON
Hey Tim |'ve been here before,
and they have a nice seafood
platter. It's |large enough for
both of us to eat, so we m ght
as well order that. No need to
spend extra noney if we don't

have to.
A WAI TER enters.
TIM
We' Il have the seafood platter
SHARON

Wth two plates, please.
The waiter takes their nenus and exits.

SHARON
So, have you been into astronony
for a while? That's kind of an
unusual hobby, isn't it?

TIM(V.O)
Oh- Ch, when a | ady says stuff
i ke that she usually thinks
you're a | ane.

SHARON

| don't nean anythi ng negative
by that, it just seens that you
don't find too many young Bl ack
men getting into a lot of stuff
like that too often. | always
adm red people that did things
they like, even if they weren't
t hat mai nstream
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TIM (V.O)
She was beginning to inpress
the hell out of ne.

| NT. RESTAURANT — NI GHT — LATER - ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon has a sem -finished plate of food and enpty glass in
front of her. She sits, intensely |ooking across at Tim

SHARON
| believe that there are a | ot
of decent Bl ack nen out there,
but usually they are not the
obvi ous choi ces. .

LATER

A WAI TER wal ks up to the table, refills Sharon’s enpty gl ass,
and starts to renove sone of the dishes.

SHARON
...Character, that's what |
|l ook for. If a man has character
you don't have to worry about
how much noney he nakes, or what
he does. ..

LATER

A WAI TER pushes a DESSERT CART up to Sharon; She shakes her
head NO, and the waiter pushes the cart away.

SHARON
...A strong Black man i s never
intimdated by a strong Bl ack
woman. They both should realize
that it should be a teameffort,
wi th each using each other's
strength to nake thensel ves stronger..

LATER

A WAITER is pouring coffee for Sharon.
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SHARON
...Black nmen have it so hard
today. It seens that everyone
is so down on them especially
sone Bl ack wonen. | guess it's
all the nedia attention they get.
| know that they are not as bad
as everyone says they are..

@END FLASHBACK.

INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

TI M
So, what do you think about Sharon
so far?

CLYDE

She sounds pretty good.

ERI C
Yeah, she sure does.

FLOYD
| liked her right from where
she ordered the one neal wth
two plates in order to save
nmoney. This is my kind of girl.

CLYDE
Al right Tim she's off to a
good start, but she still could
be gam ng. Sone wonen can fake
all that "I'mthe perfect one

for you stuff" on the first date
just to get in the door.

TIM
You're right, but I'mnot done
yet. After dinner | took Sharon
home. Little did | know, as |
found out |ater from Sharon,
soneone el se had thoughts simlar
to yours Cyde, but froma different
per specti ve.
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| NT. SHARON' S APT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon is relaxing on the couch. Several open MAGAZI NES | ay
on a COFFEE TABLE in front of her.

DEE DEE
stands in front of Sharon.

DEE DEE
You' ve been out with who al
this time?

SHARON (O. S.)
Wth Tim you know the guy from
t he park.

DEE DEE
Tim.Tim.you nmean that |ane,
nerdy | ooking Brother in the
park with the tel escope? You
nmust be ki ddi ng.

SHARON
Way do you think I'"m ki ddi ng?
He showed nme sonme things in
the tel escope, and took ne
to dinner afterwards. He's a
very interesting guy.

DEE DEE
I nteresting, what are you tal king
about ?

SHARON

He's intelligent, for one thing.

DEE DEE
| bet he is with that big |ight
bul b head he's got.

SHARON
He's well read in many areas.
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DEE DEE
A nerdy bookwormw th a |ight
bul b head, keep goi ng.

SHARON
That's not true! He plays sports,
i ncl udi ng sone m nor | eague basebal | .

DEE DEE
Nerd sport.
SHARON
He also |likes Jazz.
DEE DEE
That' s because he probably can't
dance.
SHARON
And he's extrenely nice.
DEE DEE
[:; | bet he is, |ike nost nerds.
Grilfriend, can't | let you

out of my sight for one nonent
wi t hout you picking the wong
guy? Haven't | tried to school
you on what a real man is?

SHARON
Yes.

DEE DEE
And haven't | tried to hook you
wi th one.

SHARON
Yes, but -

DEE DEE

(i nterrupting)

But what ?

SHARON

| really didn't |ike those guys.
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DEE DEE
And you |ike this nerd?

SHARON
Yes, fromthe little bit of tine
that | have been with him| do.

DEE DEE
What am | going to do with you?

Dee Dee turns and starts to walk into the ADJANCENT DI NI NG
ROOM

| NT. SHARON' S APT — DI NI NG ROOM — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Dee Dee enters the dining room wal ks pass the DI Nl NG ROOM
TABLE, and heads for a SOLID SWNGJ NG DOCR. A TELEPHONE hangs
on the wall next to the swi nging door. She pauses and | ooks at
a CLOCK that hangs on the wall. She starts to adjust her

WRI ST WATCH as Sharon wal ks up to her.

SHARON
How do you know that Timis a
nerd? You only said hello to
hi m

Dee Dee stops, and turns to Sharon.

DEE DEE
| know he is. He's got that nerd
| ook about him w th those gl asses
and everything. That | ook that
tells you that when he was a kid
he used to wear glasses with tape
on the corner. Trust ne Sharon, he's
as nmuch a nerd as | am Bl ack. What
does he do anyway?

SHARON
| think he said that he was an
engi neer.
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DEE DEE

An engi neer, girlfriend please.

(starts to smle)
Ch, | get it now, you're putting
up with this nerd thing so that
you can get paid. Engi neers do
bring honme a nice salary. My
training is paying off.

SHARON
That's not why | went out with
him | went out with himbecause
of who he is, not what he is.

DEE DEE

[:J What kind of talk is this? You
know how trifling a | ot of Black
men are today. They got plenty
of ganmes they like to play. It
doesn't make any sense for a
wonman to waste her time on a man
who doesn't have a dine, or | ook,
or sonet hi ng.

SHARON
That's not how ny parents raised
me. My father always told ne that
you | ook inside to see what people
are about, not the exterior.

DEE DEE
Ch no, not your father's phil osophy
again. |1’ve been trying to get you

to lose that old country stuff
ever since | nmet you. Wat your
father said back then for his day
m ght have worked, but this is the
today girl. Al Daddy’'s phil osophy
will do is get you dogged.

END FLASHBACK. @
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INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT
CLYDE
sits up on the couch.

CLYDE
That Dee Dee a bhitch, isn't she?

ERI C
No, she's just typical.

TIM
Can | continue? The next couple
of weeks we did a |ot of different
t hi ngs together. ..

EXT. BASKETBALL COURT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

TI' M AND SHARON pl ay one on one basketball. Tim shows Sharon
how to nake a nove to the basket, then tosses her the ball.
She catches the ball, gives a nice nove, and goes in for a |lay

up.

TIM(V.Q)
...and you know what | was doi ng.

| NT. CLUB — NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

TI M AND SHARON are on the dance floor along with OTHER
COUPLES.

TIM(V.Q)
She had given ne that "I'mthe
perfect one for you" rap, but...

| NT. CHURCH - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

TI M AND SHARON are standing with a hymmbook singing with the
congregati on.

TIM(V.O)
.l wanted to find out if she
was legit, or...
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@ EXT. PARK - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

TI M AND SHARON eat |unch froma picnic basket under a | arge
tree on a blanket. Each are |aughing, having a good tine.

TIM (V.O)
...1f she was running a gane on
ne.

EXT. PARK — WALKWAY - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

TI M AND SHARON are wal ki ng along a path. Timhas the picnic
basket in one hand; Sharon has the bl anket under her arm
OTHER PEOCPLE wal k and j og by.

TIM
So | et me guess your history.
You' re probably one of those
subur ban, integrated hi gh school
white girlfriend having, college
found Bl ack identity, now super
down Sister...You know you can
add to this list if | forgot
sonet hi ng.

SHARON
No you're doing fine. You did
forget dynam c Bl ack wonan, back-
bone of the race part though.

Timsm |l es.

TIM
Don't take everything | say
seriously, I'mjust trying

to get a feel for where you're
com ng from

SHARON
What do you nean?

They stop at a VENDOR who is selling SINGLE FLOANERS. Ti m buys
one and gives it to Sharon.

SHARON
Thank you Tim
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She gives hima kiss on the cheek.

TIM
See, that's what | nean. Wat
do you call that?

SHARON
A Ki ss.

They start to wal k agai n.

TIM
A kiss? That’s not a real Kkiss.
That's what | call an auntie
Ki ss.

SHARON
A what ?

TIM
A type of kiss you give your
aunt when she cones to visit.

SHARON
So what did you expect?

TIM
| don't know. It's just that
| thought that we have had sone
ni ce dates and we woul d be a
little bit nore intinmate by now.

SHARON
| believe you should start out
smal |, and work your way up to
sonet hing | arger.

TIM
[:; (low, to hinself)
| hear you. | just hope you're
not trying to play ne.

SHARON
VWhat's that?

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
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TI'M

Oh nothing, | was just talking
to nmyself.

EXT. G TY SQUARE - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

TI'M AND SHARON

62

sit on a bench with their picnic things on the ground next to

them As they watch PEOCPLE WALK BY they w ||

about sone of them

A YOUNG WH TE,

Sharon | aughs.

A BIG MJSCULAR

YUPPI E COUPLE wal k by.

TIM (O S.)
Look, definitely retro-Reaganites,
present day Rush Li nmbaugh supporters.
They' re probably on their way
to a young Republicans neeting,
or a Klan rally.

SHARON (O S.)
VWhat's the difference between
t he two?

TIM (O S.)
| think it's if your sheets
cone from Saks, or Wl -Mart.

MAN wal ks by.

TIM (O S.)
Definite ex-athlete, or
straight from prison

When Tim says this the man LOOKS OVER at Tim and Sharon
he heard that |ast statenent.

SHARON (O S.)
He | ooks ki nd of nean.
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TIM (O S.)
Yes he does, that's why we're
going to stop tal king about him
bef ore he cones over here.

A YOUNG BLACK COUPLE wal k by. They are both very good | ooki ng,
and wear MATCH NG SWEATERS tied around their necks.

TIM (O S.)
Look at these two, right from
the tennis cl ub.

SHARON (O . S.)
They | ook kind of cute.

TIM(Q'S.)
O course they do. They have
both "ARRIVED'. It's strictly
Ebony man neets Essence wonman.
They' ve probably got Ebony Jr.
at hone.

TWO GAY BLACK MEN, who are huggi ng each ot her, wal k by.

SHARON (O . S.)
Go ahead, | know you have sone
comment to make.

TIM(OS.)
[:; | really don't have anything to
say about them except that |
didn't realize, until | got ol der,
t hat Bl ack people were gay. | thought
that it was strictly a Wiite thing —
i ke surfing.

Sharon | aughs. Timsits up on the bench.

TI M
Sharon, there is sonething |
want to ask you.

SHARON
Yes, go ahead.
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TI M
How is it that a decent | ady
such as yourself hasn't been
pi cked up by soneone al ready?
| know that other guys had to
have been hitting on you.

SHARON
| guess that | haven't been | ucky
enough to nmeet someone that | am
conpatible with yet. My roonmat e,
Dee Dee, tried a couple of tines
to set me up with sone of her
friends, but it didn't work out.

TIM
No, why not?

SHARON
They were nice guys, but lets
just say that they weren't ny

t ype.

TI'M
Not your type? What type were
t hey?

SHARON

There was Dante', for exanple...
DANTE' APPEARS.

Dante’ is a YOUNG BLACK MAN, dressed very colorfully in ULTRA-
MODERN CLOTHES.

This scene is a FLASHBACK W THI N A FLASHBACK. Ti m and Shar on

wat ch Dante’ just |like he was one of the passersby they saw
fromthe park bench.
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DANTE'
Sharon baby -- what's up with you?
| knew that you were Fine, but
| didn't know that you were the
Bonb, the Whip, the Joint, the
One, the Cosnos, the Deafest,
St upid Freshest babe | have ever
met. | figured that a lady |like
you woul d be nore of the straight
| aced type, you know uptight and
all. But hey, you're finally
kicking it with Dante'.

HE HAS A REACTI ON | i ke Sharon asked hi m sonet hi ng.

DANTE'
Me? What am | about? Baby, |'m
about what you're about. Wat
you see is what you get. But, lets
not tal k about me, and get back
to you. | was just thinking the
other day that I wish I could neet
a lady |ike you, sonmeone who could
inprove on this already fine specinen
of a man. It should be you and ne
baby, just the two of us, together,
forever, for always, for |ove.

END DANTE FLASHBACK.
SHARON
sits up on the bench.
SHARON
And then there was H LTON JAMES
THE THI RD. . .
H LTON APPEARS.

Hlton is a VERY GOOD LOOKI NG ( MODEL TYPE) BLACK MAN dressed
in a suit.

As before, this is a FLASHBACK WTHI N A FLASHBACK with Hilton
appearing |li ke he was actually there.
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Where have we heard these lines before? Maybe a song, or two?
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HI LTON

Hell o Sharon, it's a pleasure to
meet you. Now, | know that you're
probably intimdated by what you
see right now. | know that | am
choi ce, a Brother that any wonman
woul d | ove to neet or go out wth.
Hopeful ly, you will be different

t han the ot her wonen who never get
beyond ny. ..

He strikes a MODEL POSE.

HI LTON
...iIncredi bl e good | ooks, and
extrenmely successful | aw career.
That's what |I'mlooking for in
a Bl ack woman. Sonmeone who can
get beyond ny customtail ored
suits, penthouse apartnment, and
Mercedes two seater convertible.
|"'mso nmuch deeper than all of
t hose things, and yet so few | adi es

realize that. | did nmention that
[:J ny Benz is a convertible, didn't
| ?

END HI LTON FLASHBACK
TI M APPEARS
standing in front of Sharon.

TI'M
You nean to tell nme that those
guys weren't your types?

SHARON (O . S.)
That's right.

TIM
|"ve seen those type of guys do
extrenely well wth the | adies
bef ore.
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SHARON (O. S.)
Per haps they do, but not with
ne.

TIM
Dante' was such a "Live" Brother
t hough. You woul d never have a
dull noment with a guy |ike that.

SHARON
He may have been "Live" as you
say, but I find it hard to take
a man serious who dressed |ike
he di d.

TIM
And what about Hilton? He had
it all: The pretty boy | ooks,
t he busted career, the clothes,
the car, everything. If | was a
woman | probably woul d have given
into himin a mnute.

SHARON
Dee Dee said the sanme thing. He
did have all of those things, but
the only person he wanted to date
was hi nmsel f.

TIM
Sharon, you could have had big
fun with either of those guys.

SHARON
The only thing big | want in a
Bl ack man. ..
@ TIM S EYES

open very w de.

SHARON (O S.)
...1s character.

Timgives a SIGH OF RELIEF, and sits back on the bench.
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TI M
@ You're a different type of Bl ack
woman than |'muse to neeting.

SHARON
|"'mnot that different, we're
just not as visible as the other
girls.

TIM
Invisible is nmore like it. You
know, your roomrate nust be
tripping on you going out with
ne.

SHARON
Way woul d you say that?

TIM
By the type of guys she set you
up with, and how she | ooked at
me in the park that day. | bet
she thinks I'"'ma |ame, doesn't

she?

SHARON
No, not a | ane.

(softly)

But a nerd, possibly.

TIM
A nerd! Were did that cone
fronf

SHARON

| don't know, she saw you with
that tel escope and | guess she
junped to that conclusion. | tried
to get her straight on you that
night after our first date. |

t hought that she was being so
hard on you.

TIM
How har d?
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When we wrote this character we got some feekback that there are no Sharons left in the world. We found that to be a bit too pessimistic, we hope.
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@ SHARON
"1l tell you later, but don't

get upset about it. She has these
views on Black nen that are a

bit rigid. She doesn't know you
that well.

TI M
Nei t her do you.

Shar on st ands.

SHARON
| think I do. | think |I know
you real well.

| NT. SHARON S APT — LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG ( FLASHBACK)

Dee Dee enters the FRONT DOOR and cl oses it behind her. She
takes her coat off and hangs it on a COAT STAND. As she starts
to walk into the living roomshe notices Timsitting on the
couch reading a nagazine. Timlooks up and starts to stand.

TI'M
Hel | o Dee Dee, do you renenber
me? I'mTimfromthe --

DEE DEE
(interrupting)
-- park. O course | renenber you.
Sit back down there, you don't
have to get up on ny account.

As Timsits back down, Dee Dee continues to wal k through the
living room the dining room and disappears through the

SW ngi ng doors into the kitchen.

| NT. SHARON' S APT — KI TCHEN - EVENI NG ( FLASHBACK)

Dee Dee enters the kitchen, as Sharon is busily covering
SEVERAL FOOD CONTAI NERS on the counter.

DEE DEE

Wiy is that nerd sitting in our
living roonf
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Sharon qui ckly turns to Dee Dee.

SHARON
Not so |oud, he m ght hear you.

DEE DEE
| don't care if he hears ne, |
want himto.

I NT. SHARON S APT - LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG ( FLASHBACK)
TIM

qgui ckly 1 ooks toward the kitchen.

| NT. SHARON S APT — KI TCHEN - EVENI NG ( FLASHBACK)

SHARON
VWll | do care, so be nice.

Dee Dee goes and stands next to Sharon at the counter.

DEE DEE
What are you going to do with
all this food?

SHARON
|"mgetting ready to take it
over to Tims for dinner.

DEE DEE
Wy? Doesn't he have food?

SHARON
O course he does, but these are
just a few things that | prepared.
It's no big deal, Dee Dee.

DEE DEE
@V\hy are you cooking for this
guy? Wiy doesn't he take you out
to eat? You' re not his slave.

SHARON

| know that I'mnot. It's just
a fewitens for dinner.
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Sharon wal ks over to the refrigerator, opens it, and | ooks
i nsi de.

DEE DEE
| know | wouldn't do it, especially
for these nen out here today. First
it's cooking, then it's cleaning,
and before you know it you're stuck
in a house somewhere with a bunch
of kids, and a man in the street.

Sharon wal ks back to the counter with another contai ner
i n her hand.

SHARON
Timisn't like that. He's been
the perfect gentleman to nme so
far, and I don't m nd show ng
himthat | appreciate it.

DEE DEE
Sharon, what's going on with you?
| " ve been noticing that you have
been spending a lot of tine with
this Timlately, but surely you're
not interested in him are you?

SHARON
slowy starts to smle.

DEE DEE
| don't believe it. You're interested
in that nerd. How could you, after
all that | have tried to teach you
about which nen are choice, and which
are not. He doesn't have the | ook, or
real noney, or anything. How could you
be interested in that guy?

SHARON
Easy, because | am

Sharon picks up her other containers.
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DEE DEE
Is it the perfect gentleman thing?
O course he's a gentlenman, he's
a nerd and he knows it. This is
probably the first action he has
had i n a nonth.

SHARON
Dee Dee, | have to go.

Sharon starts for the exit, but Dee Dee bl ocks her path.

DEE DEE
How do you know that this nice
guy stuff isn't sonme type of game?

SHARON
"' m surprised you woul d gi ve
a nerd that nuch ingenuity.

DEE DEE

@ Oh he's a nerd, but just because
he is one it doesn't nean that
he isn't still a Brother. You
know t hat Brothers got the best
game goi ng out here. He may not
have a top one, but he does have
a gane.

SHARON
It's not a gane Dee Dee. You act
i ke Black nmen and wonen can't
be interested in each other wth-
out there being sonme type of gane.

DEE DEE
There is always a gane, Sharon.

Sharon wal ks around Dee Dee, and through the kitchen door.
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| NT. SHARON' S APT - LIVING ROOM - EVEN NG ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon wal ks to Timon the couch, as Dee Dee | eans on a dining
room chair in the background.

SHARON
You ready?

TIM
Yes.

Ti m stands and takes the containers from Sharon. Sharon keeps
her back to Dee Dee.

SHARON
Goodbye Dee Dee.

TIM
Goodbye Dee Dee, it was nice
seei ng you again.

DEE DEE
|"m sure, you' re such a nice,
polite guy...
Dee Dee wal ks towards Tim
DEE DEE
...you mnd if I ask you a
gquestion?
TIM

No, what's on your m nd?
Dee Dee stands in front of Tim

DEE DEE
[D[I)you like to play ganes?

Sharon grabs Timis arm and starts to pull himtowards the
door .

SHARON

Let's go Tim you don't need to
answer that question.
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TI M
Ganes? What ki nd of ganmes?

They stop at the door as Sharon opens the closet and gets her
coat .

SHARON
Don't worry about it, she thinks
that she is being cute.

Sharon opens the door, and Timexits; Sharon starts out, but
then turns back to Dee Dee.

SHARON
Dee Dee, you're the one that needs
to stop playing ganes.

Sharon exits, SLAMM NG THE DOOR behi nd her, |eaving a grinning
Dee Dee.

INT. TIMS APT - DI NING ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Ti mand Sharon sit opposite each other at the DI Nl NG ROOM
TABLE. TWO LI GHTED CANDLES are in the center of the table,
along with EMPTY FOOD CONTAI NERS.

SHARON
So, how s the food?

TIM
Good. Where did you learn to
cook so wel|?

SHARON
Fromny nother. | use to help
her prepare ny father's neal s
everyday. No matter what tine
he would finish his rounds she
al ways had his neal ready.

TIM
Rounds?

SHARON
Yes, Rounds. He was a mail man.

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com



- BlackScreenPlays.con-Black ScreenPlays.corr- Black ScreenPlays.corr-

75

TI'M
That's interesting. And | bet
that you were Daddy's little
girl too.

SHARON
| guess that | was, seeing how
| was his only child. But that

doesn't make ne spoil ed, does
it?

TI'M
| didn't say that it did.

SHARON
You woul d have liked ny Dad. He
was wonderful. He |iked astronony,
also. | still renmenber when | was
ten, we would go out under the night
sky and st arwat ch.

[:; EXT. FIELD - N CGHT ( FLASHBACK)

A TEN YEAR- OLD SHARON and her DAD stand under a star-filled
sky. Sharon is looking in the eyepiece of the tel escope, as
her Dad stands next to her |ooking up at the sky.

She | ooks up.

SHARON
| can't see anyt hing.

SHARON' S DAD
Sharon, forget that tel escope
and | ook up.

SHARON' S DAD
On a night like tonight, it would
be a shanme to limt your view by
| ooking in the tel escope. O al
the stars you see, show nme which
one you want.

SHARON
| don't know, there are so many.
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Her father reaches down to her, picks her up, and rests her on
hi s shoul ders.

SHARON' S DAD
You renmenber this, Sharon. It
may not seemlike a |ot, but
no matter which one you choose,
you' |l | always have this nuch of
a start reaching it.

END SHARON AND DAD FLASHBACK
INT. TIMS APT - DI NING ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
SHARON

He use to say things |like that
all the tine.

TIM
He sounds |i ke a wonderful Dad.
SHARON
He was. He died when | was ei ghteen
of cancer.
TIM
" m sorry.
SHARON
So am | .

She SADLY LOOKS at Tim and resunes eating.
I NT. TIMAPT - LIVING ROOM — NI GHT - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

Ti mand Sharon are relaxing on the couch | ooking through TIMS
PHOTO ALBUM

SHARON
Who are these people?

TIM
That's my nother and father. And
that's ny brother Donal d..
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@ | NSERT PI CTURES

of Tims MOTHER AND FATHER on one page, and Tim s brother
DONALD, on the other page.

TI'M
...He's 12 going on 20.

She flips to the next page.

SHARON
VWho's this? He's dressed so nice.

| NSERT ANOTHER PI CTURE
of a nice dressed OLDER MAN

TIM
That's nmy Uncle Bob. That picture
was taken the day he left ny
Aunt Mary. Conme to think of it,
| heard that it was also the
| ast day he was able to have
sex. Something to do with Voodoo.

SHARON
Voodoo? What are you tal king
about ?

TIM

The story | heard was that when
he left nmy Aunt, she told him
that he woul d never be able to

sl eep with anot her woman, because
she had worked sonme roots on him

SHARON
Roots? So what happened?

TI M
Lets just say that he went to
every doctor in the county, and
you know what they told hin®

She shakes her head no.
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Also, introduction of new characters. Always in CAPs.
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TI'M
They told himthat he had better
go and have whoever put that
on himto take it off, because
t here was not hing that they
could do for him

SHARON
So what did he end up doi ng?

TI M
He went back to ny Aunt. What
el se could he do?

SHARON
| shoul d never take you serious.

She continues to flip pages, and stops.
A SM LE SLOALY APPEARS ACRCSS HER FACE

At this point Timtakes the al bumout of her hands, and pl aces
it on the coffee table in front of them

SHARON
Tim why did you do that? | was
| ooking at it.

TIM
Enough of this trip down picture
| ane. Lets tal k about something
real Sharon. How do you feel about

me?

SHARON
| feel good about you. Wiy do you
ask?

Ti m noves closer, putting his arm around her shoul der.

TIM
That's not what | nmean. Are you
attracted to ne?

SHARON
Yes, |'mattracted to you.
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Ti m noves closer, his face is close to Sharon's.

TI M
| just asked, because we have
had sonme nice tines together
and well -- | wanted to know.

SHARON
How do you feel about ne?

TI M
Good. Better by the mnute.
Let me show you what | nean.

Ti m ki sses her on the lips.

SHARON
That's not what |'mtal king about.
Are you attracted to ne, also?

TIM
O course | am

SHARON
Not just ny body, but what |'m
about too?

TI'M
First things first now Sharon
We'll start with your body, and
then get to the rest of what you're
about | ater.

Sharon pul |l s away.

SHARON
Ch no you won't!
TI M
" mjust playing Sharon. | don't

need you for your body anyway.
There are enough bodi es around
here already. | need you in your
entirety. Anything | ess than that
woul d be cheating nysel f.
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Sharon noves back to Tim as he kisses her again.

SHARON
| don't know about this Tim
VWhat if it's wong?

TIM
|'"d rather be wong with you than
right with sonmeone el se.

He starts to |ay her down on the couch.

TIM
Some things you have to take a
chance on, Sharon. You just have
to junp in with both feet and hope
for the best.

SHARON
| hope you're right Tim but I
don't know if | should.

Timpulls back a little.

TI M
We don't have to do anything
you don't want to do.

SHARON
No, | trust you. | just hope
you realize that we are starting
sonet hi ng speci al tonight.

TI M
O course | do. I'mtalking about
a commtnent, about junping into
sonet hing real, Sharon

SHARON
Wth both feet?
TIM
That's right -- wth both feet.

And | wear size 12, so you should
feel that nmuch better.
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[:JTin1Iays Sharon down on the couch and they start kissing. As

t hey ki ss:
| NSERT — THE OPEN PHOTO ALBUM
on the coffee table.

@A PI CTURE OF A YOUNG TI M

is visible now Timwearing a shirt, jeans,
tape on one corner of the franes.

END FLASHBACK

INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - N GHT

TIM

continues to stand before the seated FEric,

TIM

and gl asses with

Cl yde, and Fl oyd.

So, how do you think I was doing

with Sharon so far?

CLYDE

My boy, | was getting a little
worried about your gane there
for a mnute, but you cane through

with flying colors. You set

up perfectly with that bogus

her

nice guy rap, and when she fel

for it you got paid --
ERI C

(i nterrupting)
--in full.

FLOYD

Yeah, he played a good gane,

but 1 thought he coul d have

been a bit nore cost effective.
He probably coul d have gotten
the booty a little cheaper than

he did if he hadn't gone on
so nmany dates.
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ERI C
No, he did all right. He had
to pay a little sonmething just
so she doesn't feel that she gave
it away for free.

TIM
Al right, | think that I"'min
wi th Sharon. Now what is the
standard play for any Brother
in ny position?

CLYDE
You dog it. You try to max play
it out.

TI'M
Why ?

CLYDE

Because, al though your girl sounds
good, and has treated you right,

you still don't know if she's
perpetrating. She could be Iike

one of those other wonen we have

tal ked about, just trying to get

in with you. Then once she's in,

it's "Let’s try and play this sucker”
tine.

ERI C
Clyde is right, when it cones to
dealing with Black wonen there
is no place for nice guys. Wen
Sharon's roommate told her that
we got the best ganes, she was
absolutely right. Black nmen have
t he best ganes, because we pl ay
agai nst the best conpetition --
Bl ack wonen.

CLYDE
Wrd on that.
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ERI C
See, let me tell you what wll
happen if you're that nice guy.
Wiile you' re doing all that nice
guy dating stuff, there'll be
anot her guy comi ng through her
spot at about 11:00 PM - -

FLOYD
(i nterrupting)
-- Wcked call tinme --

ERI C
-- that's right, wcked call tineg,
com ng over to stand up init.

CLYDE
Now I wish it wasn't |ike that.
| wish that we could have those
Ri chi e Cunni ngham Happy Days type
of dates with them but nost of
t hem t ake soneone being nice to

them as a sign of weakness. [|'ve
seen too many decent fellas get
beat --

ERI C
-- Long --

FLOYD
-- And bad --

CLYDE

-- by your girls. It's like that
basket bal | game we played today.

You woul d never think of show ng

a weak ganme to one of those Brothers
woul d you? No, because they would
run you off the court. Black wonen
are no different.

ERI C
No different, hell, if anything
they are worse. It would be like
t he Kni cks playing a high school
team The gane woul d be over before
it started.
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They all | augh.

FLOYD
@ So Tim what happened next?
TI M
| did exactly what the protocol
says | should do. | played her.

Al t hough she has a career |
wanted to see if she would do
the donestic stuff for ne. |
asked her to...

INT. TIMS APT - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon i s shown:

PICKING UP TRASH in the living room and putting it in a
pl asti c bag.

SWEEPI NG the living roomfl oor.
DUSTI NG around t he apartnent.

TIM(V.0)
...clean up ny apartnent...

INT. TIMS APT — KITCHEN - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

A nunber of POTS ARE BO LI NG on the stove, along with several
M XI NG BOALS on the counters.

SHARON

| ooks inside one of the pots.

SHARON OPENS THE OVEN

and pulls out a roast, then puts it back in.
SHARON GOES OVER TO A COUNTER

and picks up a bowl and begins to mx the contents.

TIM(V.O)
...cook sonme neals...
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INT. TIMS APT - LAUNDRY ROOM ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon is standing with her back to the washing machine in
front of a HUGE PILE OF CLOTHES. She SIGHS, and begins to put
themin the washer.

TIM(V.O)
...and wash sone clothes for
me. She did all of those things
with no problem After that, |
pl ayed her for noney. | did things
like...

| NT. RESTAURANT - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Timand Sharon are sitting at a table. A WAITER cones over and
| eaves the check. TIM REACHES FOR HI S WALLET, but acts |ike he
has forgotten it. Sharon reaches into her purse, takes out
sone noney, and puts it on the table.

TIM (V.Q)
...acting like I forgot ny wall et
when we went out to eat at a
restaurant so that she would
have to pay...

I NT. SHARON S APT - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon stands in the open doorway trying to give Tim her
CREDI T CARD. He doesn't accept it at first, but then finally
gives in and takes it.

TIM (V.Q)
... Al'though I have a credit card,
| borrowed hers...

EXT. STREET - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Ti mand Sharon stand in front of a car. She hands Ti m her CAR
KEYS; He refuses at first, but then takes them

TIM(V.QO)
...and used her car instead of
m ne.

END FLASHBACK. @
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INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

TI M
continues to stand before the seated Eric, Cyde, and Fl oyd.

TIM
| even went to her church to
see if she was running that
religious ganme on ne. It is
right around the corner from
here, and it was standard.
Not hi ng crazy. So, what do you
t hi nk about ny gane so far?

CLYDE
You seemto be playing a good
gane, but not a top one yet. You
haven't "maxed" her out.

ERI C
That's right."Max her, and tax
her" used to be ny notto.

FLOYD
Maybe we shoul d give Tima break,
he still is a rookie.

TIM
Hol d up, fellas. |I'mnot done

yet. Last weekend Sharon and |
wer e suppose to have di nner.

| NT. SHARON' S APT - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
THE DI NI NG ROOM TABLE

has an | NCOWLETE TABLE SETTI NG upon it. Sharon enters from
the kitchen with SILVERWARE i n hand.

DEE DEE (O. S.)

Grl, are you still doing things
for that nerd?
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Dee Dee is visible now, She stands at the dining roomtable
wearing a nice dress, and has her unbuttoned coat on.

SHARON
Don't start Dee Dee, Timis suppose
to cone over at 8:00 for dinner
and | have to finish the table.

Sharon pl aces the silverware on the table.

DEE DEE
Look at you, stuck here cooking
for that guy when you shoul d be
like nme tonight. My date is
taking me out for dinner, and
danci ng.

SHARON
That sounds nice Dee Dee, | hope
you have a great tine.

DEE DEE
"That sounds nice, | hope you
have a great tinme", what is that?
| didn't tell you that so you
could tell nme to have a great
tinme. | told you so that you
coul d see how you coul d be playing
it. You don't have to do all that
stuff for a guy to treat you right.
Don't think that | haven't been
| ooki ng at what that Negro has
been having you do for him

SHARON
It was nothing Dee Dee. | didn't
m nd doi ng those favors for Tim

DEE DEE
How is it possible that you
could be so naive? He's playing
you Sharon, just like I knew
he woul d.

SHARON
How do you know thi s?

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com



- BlackScreenPlays.con-Black ScreenPlays.corr- Black ScreenPlays.corr-

DEE DEE
| know this, because | have been
out here dealing with these guys
alittle bit longer than you. They
think that if they do a couple of
nice things for you they can get
in and take advantage of the situation.

SHARON
Timisn't |like that. W have a
relationship, and all relationships
are give and take.

DEE DEE
| bet he's going to do a | ot of
taking, and very little giving.

Sharon sm | es.

DEE DEE
VWhat are you smling about?
SHARON
It's you. | don't understand how

you got |ike you are. Wiy are
you so down on the guys.

DEE DEE
Down? |'m not down on them [|'m
[:; just real. | love Black nen, and

| only go out with Black nmen. But,
when it comes to a relationship
wi th one you have to be on the
defensive. Maybe it's not their
fault. Maybe it's how they were

rai sed or sonething. | don't
know. What | do know is what you're
dealing with nowadays -- A G oup of
Dogs.

SHARON
| know Tim

DEE DEE

You think you know him but
what if you' re wong?
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SHARON
Go on your date Dee Dee. W
have a difference of opinion
that we're not going to settle
now.

Dee Dee | ooks at her wist watch and starts to head to the
front door.

DEE DEE
l"mgoing. I'lIl be |ate nmessing
around with you.

SHARON
Have a good ti ne.

Dee Dee wal ks through the dining room and stops at the front
door .

DEE DEE
I wll.

She opens the door, and turns to Sharon.

DEE DEE
Renenber what | said.
Dee Dee exits, leaving Sharon who is still |ooking at the
door .
SHARON
(to herself)
Ti mwoul dn't dog ne, | know he
woul dn' t .

Sharon | ooks up at the clock.
[:JTFE CLOCK

shows 7:45. Sharon continues setting the table.
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LATER
THE CLOCK

shows 8:30. Sharon, who is seated at one of the table settings,
is looking at it. She gets up, goes to the phone, and dials.

INT. TIMS APT - N GHT ( FLASHBACK)
THE PHONE RI NGS.

As it rings, WE SLOALY SCAN an enpty apartnment and stop at the
PHONE and ANSVERI NG MACHI NE on the snmall table by the aquarium

TIM S ANSVERI NG MACHI NE CLI CKS ON.

ANSVERI NG MACHI NE (V. Q)
Hel | o, you have reached the
resi dence of Tim Johnson; After
t he beep, please | eave a nessage
and 1"l get back to you.

After a pause, WE HEAR THE BEEP

SHARON (V. Q)
Tim this is Sharon -- you're
probably on your way, and if
you are then ignore this message.
I f not, why aren't you here for
di nner ?

INT. CLUB - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

As BAR PATRONS wal k by, Timis at the bar having a drink with
an ATTRACTI VE BLACK WOVAN naned DARLENE. WE DO NOT HEAR what
is going on in the bar, instead WE HEAR THE BEEP of Tims
answering nmachine followed by...

SHARON (V. O.)

Tim dinner is getting cold.
Are you com ng?
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I NT. CLUB — NI GHT - LATER ( FLASHBACK)

Ti mand Darl ene are on the dance floor with OTHER COUPLES sl ow
danci ng.

ANOTHER BEEP
SHARON (V. Q)
Tim has sonet hi ng happened to

you? I'magetting worried -- please
give ne a call when you get in.

I NT. CLUB — BOOTH — NI GHT - LATER ( FLASHBACK)
Timand Darl ene snuggle in a booth.
ANOTHER BEEP
SHARON (V. Q)
Tim Is there something wong?

Pl ease call nme when you get in,
no matter how late it is.

DEE DEE AND HER DATE

are sl ow dancing on a sem -crowded dance fl oor when suddenly
she stops and | ooks over at a booth.

Dee Dee watches Timand Darl ene snuggling in the booth.

DEE DEE
[D (softly, to herself)
Damm.

| NT. SHARON S APT - DI NI NG ROOM - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)

Sharon is clearing the dishes off the table. THE DOOR SLAMS
and Sharon | ooks up to see Dee Dee running over to her.

DEE DEE
Sharon -- guess who | just saw?

SHARON

Oh, hello Dee Dee. You're back
early fromyour date tonight.
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DEE DEE
Yes, | know | am Guess who |
saw out tonight?

SHARON
| don't know Dee Dee, and | don't
feel |ike guessing, because |

have ot her things on ny m nd.
Timdidn't show for dinner, or
call tonight. | think sonething
must have happened to him

DEE DEE

That's who | saw toni ght. That

no good, two-timng, nerd -- Timn
SHARON

Ti n? Where did you see Tinf

DEE DEE
At Housers, that's where ny
date took ne for dancing tonight.
|’ mout on the floor danci ng when
who do | see -- Tim

SHARON
Are you sure?

DEE DEE
O course I"'msure, 1'd recognize
his mug anywhere. It was definitely
himgirlfriend, and he wasn't al one.

SHARON
He wasn't?

DEE DEE
No, he was getting cozy in a
booth with some hair weave havi ng
heifer. I wanted to go over there
and smack himfor you, but | decided
to cancel the rest of ny date so
that | could hurry back and tell
you.
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SHARON
But that can't be so Dee Dee, he
was suppose to be here for dinner
tonight. Are you trying to start
sonme stuff? You never did like --

DEE DEE
(i nterrupting)

Excuse ne, honey! Get your facts
straight. Have | ever lied to you?
Where is your man? You just said
that you don't know where he is.
Face it girl, it's just like |I've
told you before: Black nmen today
are not hing but DOGS.

SHARON
But not Tim he has treated ne
so well in the past. He wouldn't
dog ne like that. | know he
woul dn' t .

DEE DEE

Wake up girl and snell the coffee.
What did you think you had found,

t he exception? No, he was just

pl aying you like all the other

Bl ack men out here do. It's a good
thing you found that out before it
was too |ate.

THE PHONE RI NGS.

Sharon goes over and answers it.

SHARON
(on phone)
Hel | o.
(surprised)
H Tim

DEE DEE
Tim he's got sonme nerve to be
calling you now Tell that Negro
to french kiss your ass and hang
up on him
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Sharon covers up the receiver with her hand.

SHARON
Dee Dee, would you be quiet? I
can't hear Tim

DEE DEE
"Il be quiet, as long as you
tell himwhere to go.

Sharon uncovers the receiver and resunmes talking to Tim

SHARON
(on phone)
Tim what happened? W were
suppose to have di nner over
here tonight.

[D SPLI'T SCREEN.

Sharon and Dee Dee on one side; Timin his apartnment on the
ot her si de.

| NT. SHARON S APT INT. TIMS APT

TI M
(on phone)
| got tied up.
DEE DEE
He got tied up all right.
SHARON
(on phone)
What do you mean by tied up?
TI M

(on phone)

DEE DEE
Don't |let himweasel out of
it. He's cold busted!
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SHARON
(on phone)
So tied up that you couldn't
call? I went through a | ot of
effort cooking dinner tonight,
and | think | deserve better
than "I got tied up."

DEE DEE
Go ahead girlfriend. Tell him

SHARON

(on phone)
It's alittle late now, isn't
it. | sat here with all this

food waiting, while you were
out at a club playing around
wi th sonme other woman

SHARON
(on phone)
My roommat e Dee Dee says she sa
you wWith sone worman at Housers
t oni ght .

DEE DEE
What concl usi on should she junp
to?

95

TIM
(on phone)
| had to go out a m nute,
unexpectedly, and |I couldn't
call you. That's why |I'm
calling you now.

TIM
(on phone)
Sone ot her woman at a club
who told you that?

TIM
(on phone)
Ch yeah -- you nust nean
Darl ene. Yes, | was there

wi th her, but you' re junping
to the wong concl usion.
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SHARON
(on phone)
What concl usion should | junp
to?
DEE DEE

You're a stoned face liar.

SHARON
(on phone)
| didn't say you were |ying,
| just want to hear the rest
of it.

DEE DEE
But, if she was just a friend,
how conme you were so close to

her in that booth?
SHARON
(on phone)
Yeah!

96
TI'M
(on phone)
Darlene is a girl from work.
She has been real depressed,

because she just broke up
wi th her boyfriend. | was
just trying to cheer her up.

TIM
(on phone)
" m not |vying.

TIM
(on phone)
Rest of it? There is no rest
of it. She is just a friend.

TIM

(on phone)
Because she needed conforting,
you know, a shoulder to | ean
on. You know when a girl | oses
her man, she can start to feel
bad about herself. | was just
trying to convince her that
her guy was a fool to | eave
soneone |ike her. That's why
| didn't call, | had to give
her ny utnost attention.
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DEE DEE
You believe this guy with all
t hat pseudo- conpassi on stuff?

DEE DEE
Hell no, | don't believe you!

SHARON
(on phone)
Yes, | believe you.

DEE DEE
Huh?

Dee Dee’s facial expression
STRAI NS as Sharon tal ks.

SHARON
(on phone)
| knew that you woul d have an
explanation. Tim you' re such
a conpassi onate person

DEE DEE
Shar on!

SHARON
(on phone)

Tim could you hold on a m nute?

Sharon | owers the recei ver and

turns to Dee Dee.

END SPLI T SCREEN
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TI'M
(on phone)
Don't you believe ne?

TI M
(on phone)
Yes, | try to be.

DEE DEE

What t he hel
doi ng?

do you think you're
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SHARON
What do you nean?

DEE DEE
You got that Negro caught in a
lie, and before I know it you're
telling himwhat a great guy he
is.

SHARON
He gave nme the reason why he
stood nme up tonight, he was
being a friend to sonmeone in
need.

DEE DEE
How coul d you believe that bullshit
from hin? That Negro was out with
anot her wonman while you were here
slaving in the kitchen. He's probably
got her there right now.

SHARON
No he hasn't.

DEE DEE
| don't believe it, if I didn't
know any better | would say that
you' re turned-out by that Negro.

SHARON
Dee Dee, | have to get back to
Tim

DEE DEE

Go ahead, you wouldn't want to
keep Timaway fromthat girl he
was Wi th tonight.

SHARON
Dee Dee -
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DEE DEE
Go ahead, |'m done with you.
"' mnot going to say anything
el se, except that you're in
for a fall Sharon, and it isn't
going to be pretty.

Sharon begins to talk to Timon the phone again. Dee Dee
stands by her side.

RESUME SPLI T SCREEN

| NT. SHARON S APT INT. TIMS APT

SHARON
(on phone)
Tim 1'm back.
TIM
(on phone)

| s everything all right? |
t hought that | heard sone

ar gui ng.
SHARON
(on phone)
Everything's fine. | had a
di sagreenent with Dee Dee, but
it's taken care of now. Now
was telling you how | shoul d ve
never doubted you tonight.
TIM
(on phone)
So you forgive nme for mssing
di nner ?
SHARON
(on phone)

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
where was | before -- Oh yeah, |
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
O course | do Tim what you
wer e doi ng toni ght was nore |
i nportant than having di nner |
wth ne. |
I
I

She starts to | augh.
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SHARON
(on phone)
It's funny what you can find
out about a person, or situation
inanight. | don't want to go
into the details right now...

She | ooks at Dee Dee, who RCOLLS
HER EYES.

SHARON
(on phone)

...but Dee Dee has been telling
me how bad Bl ack nmen are, and
when she saw you she was sure
she knew what was goi ng on

SHARON
(on phone)
|"'mnot |ike other wonen.

SHARON
(on phone)
Wuld you like ne to bring you
sonme dinner? It's no problem

Dee Dee throws her arns over her
head, and exits.

100

TI M
(on phone)
What's so funny?

TI M
(on phone)
" m gl ad you understand. A
| ot of wonen woul d have junped
to the wong concl usion.

TIM
(on phone)
You're so right Sharon. The
only problem| have now is
that I m ssed di nner tonight.

TI M
(on phone)
No, it's late, and | think
" mjust going to bed.
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SHARON
(on phone)
Can we do sonet hing tonorrow?
It's Saturday, and we could
spend the whol e day toget her.

SHARON
(on phone)
That sounds fine. ..

SHARON
(on phone)
...Tim | love you.

They both hang up.
END SPLI T SCREEN
END FLASHBACK

INT. TIMS APT -

CLYDE
t hat was one of the
ni cest plays that
may have to take back
sai d about you having

My boy,

seen. |
what |
a weak gane.

ERI C
him he is stil

Don't flatter
a rooki e.

LI VI NG ROOM -

101
TI M
(on phone)
| would love to, but I'm
goi ng honme tonmorrow. | won't
be back until Mnday. | wll

give you a call as soon as |

cone back.

Dar | ene, wearing just a night
shirt, wal ks pass Tim giving
hima small hug as she goes by.

E

TI M
(on phone)

"1l see you Sharon.

NI GHT

| have ever
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FLOYD
That may be true, but with the
moves he has just shown, | think
he shoul d be put on the All-Rookie
t eam

TI'M
| f 1 had any doubts about whet her
| could play Sharon, they were
elimnated right then. | was
in her canp, and sitting pretty.

ERI C
The best part about that is
that you got in, even with
that Dee Dee trying to ness
you up.

FLOYD
Dee Dee was doi hg sone serious
cock bl ocking, wasn't she?

CLYDE
You know, | kind of respect
Dee Dee.
ERI C & FLOYD
What ?
CLYDE
She's a worthy opponent. | |ove

to break wonen |i ke Dee Dee down.
It's |like beating the Lakers in
seven ganes, as opposed to a sweep.
You appreciate the victory nore.

TI'M
Wait a mnute fellas, the gane
is not over yet. The next norning
|"mgetting ready to go hone.
Eric should renenber this, because
he was here that norning.
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INT. TIMS APT — HALLWAY - MORNI NG ( FLASHBACK)

Timis HANDING A KEY to Eric by the fish tank. A CLOTHES
BAGis at Tims feet.

TI M
Here's the key for my apartnent.
Come by Sunday and feed ny fish.
Be sure to give themjust a pinch
No nore, no less. | should be back
Monday. | don't want to conme back
and find nmy fish dead.

ERI C
No problem just a pinch.

Eric takes the key and puts it in his pocket.

TIM
So, what did you do last night?

ERI C
Not hi ng much, | did the happy
hour thing over at Blues, and
then went honme to get totally
dul l ed out by the Ms. Wat did
you do?

TIM
| went out to Housers, and net
this extrenely live |lady and
brought her back here | ast night.

ERI C
See, that's what | m ss doing
since |'ve been married. Going
out every weekend and getting
t hose fresh babes.

TI M
| only ran into one problem
t hough.

ERI C

VWhat was t hat?
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Also, the fish tank comes into play now. That tank is only in Tim's apartment to setup this scene.
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TI M
| was suppose to be at nmy girlfriend' s
house for dinner |ast night. Her
roommat e happened to see ne out
wi th that other woman, and told
my girl. She called ne up, and
et me have an ear full.

ERI C
But | bet you got out of it,
didn't you?

TIM

Yeah | did, after some work. She
even called ne this norning to
see if she could cone over and
cook ne breakfast before I went
home. It's a good thing that she
called first, otherwise it m ght
had been a sticky situation.

ERI C

Once you're in with a girl you
can do about anything, and get
away with it. The hardest part
has al ways been getting them
not keeping them Wen | first
met my wife she use to play ne
like a hit record. But, once |
got in with her, boy, | could
do about anything and get away
with it. That even holds true
t oday.

TIM
Per haps you're right Eric, but
this girl has been pretty nice
to me. She is the first one that
| have ever dealt with that has
treated ne well. It seens kind
of strange playing her |ike this.

ERI C
Don't worry about it, you're
usi ng the normal operating
procedure when dealing with
a Bl ack woman.
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Ti m pi cks up his bag.

TIM
Let me make a nove. | have
several hours driving ahead

of ne.

They both walk to the front door.

ERI C
You' re doing this hone thing,
huh?

TI M

Yeah, | thought that |I would
go see how the fol ks are doing.

They reach the front door, Timopens it, and Eric wal ks out.
Tim | eaves, shutting the door behind him

TIM (V.Q)
A coupl e of steps down the hallway
| renmenbered that | forgot to turn
on ny answering machine, just in
case that other woman called ne for
a repeat perfornmance.

Ti m opens the door and rushes back to the answering nachi ne.

TIM(V.Q)
As | was setting ny answering
machi ne | happened to play back
Sharon's nmessages fromthe night
before. ..

Ti mstands there notionless as he |i stens.

TIM (V.Q)

[:J...and started to realize that
Sharon was sincerely concerned
about nme last night. Could it
be that all the things that I
had done to her in order to follow
t he standard operating procedure
were wong in this case?
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EXT. H GHWAY - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Tims car drives along the highway in the country.

TIM(V.O)
All the tine that | was
driving hone | thought about
my rel ationship w th Sharon.
| was questioning ny treatnent
of her, or for that matter, all
Bl ack wonen.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY ( FLASHBACK)
Tims car cruises downs a two-|ane country hi ghway.

TIM(V.O)
|, as well as many ot her guys,
had been pl ayi ng wonen seem ngly
forever without a second thought.

But, until | net Sharon | never
t hought about why | was doing it,
or where did | learn to do it?

EXT. TIM S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY ( FLASHBACK)

Tims car drives up a gravel driveway, and stops in front of a
COUNTRY HOUSE. The house has a LARGE STEP- ON PORCH, SCREEN
DOOR, and a gravel pathway to the porch

Timgets out of the car, grabs his bag, and starts to wal k up
the path. H s DAD, MOTHER, and Brother, DONALD, cone out to
meet himon the path.

EXT. TIM S PARENTS HOUSE — PORCH - EVEN NG ( FLASHBACK)

Timsits quietly on the steps to the porch, as his father
relaxes in a chair on the porch

TIM(V.O)

That evening | was sitting on
the porch with ny father, stil

t hi nki ng about the events of
the past couple of weeks with
Sharon. My father nust have
guessed that | had sonething on
my m nd, because | was so quiet.
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TIM S DAD
You' re kind of quiet tonight,
usually I can't get you to stop
tal king. Do you have a probl enf?

TIM
| don't know if | have a problem
or not. Dad, how did you wi n Monf?

TIM S DAD
How did I win your Mdther? That's
a strange question to ask now,
after all of these years. Wy
do you want to know? | bet you're
havi ng wonen probl ens, aren't you?

TI'M
No, not really. Me and ny girl
get along find.

TIM S DAD
[t's sexual, isn't it? You can
tell ne.

TIM

No, that's not --

TIM S DAD
(i nterrupting)
-- You know your nother and |
wer e havi ng sonme sexual problens
alittle while ago.

TI'M
Pops! Momis right inside the
house. That's ki nd of personal
information, isn't it?

TIM S DAD
You're famly, aren’t you?
What' s the probl enf

TIM
Go ahead.
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Ti m | aughs as hi

TIM S DAD
Li ke I was saying, your nother
and | were having these sexual
problens, so | went to a doctor
to see what he could do. The
Doc told ne that what ny problem
was | was going to need a kick
start fromny wife to get ne
going, if you know what | nean?
He said that she may need to

massage it. | said that sounds
all right. She may need to caress
it, | said that may be all right.

And if need be, she may need to
kiss it.

TIM
What kind of doctor are you
going to?

TIM S DAD

| don't know, but that was
definitely sonme eye opening
advi ce.

s nother cones to the screen door.

TIM S MOM
Dad, what are you tal king about?

TIM S DAD
What do you want, huh? Can't you
see that I'mtalking to ny boy.
Way don't you go back and finish
di nner, or sonethi ng?

TIMS MOM
D nner is done, that's what |
want ed. Tim go get your brother
for dinner.

TIM S DAD
He'll do it later, after we're
done tal ki ng.
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TITMS MOM
But dinner is going to get cold.
TIM S DAD
Does the oven work?
TITMS MOM
O course it does.
TIM S DAD
Then how is dinner going to
get col d?
TITMS MOM

See that Tin? See how he treats
me? If | had a mllion dollars,
| woul d | eave your father.

TIM S DAD
Well if | had a mllion dollars
| would give it to you so you
woul d go.

TITMS MOM
Al right, I'mleaving. But

remenber about dinner.

She di sappears back into the house.

TIM S DAD
She made nme | ose ny train of
t hought .

TI'M

And let’s let it remain lost. |
just wanted to know how you got
Mom

TIM S DAD
s that what | was tal king about?
Al right et me think...The first
thing you need to know is |
didn't win your Mom by being nice.
| learned that | esson before |
ever net your nother. | would
work all day in the fields, and
turn butter all night for a girl
| liked. But it never works.
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TIM
What do you nean?

TIM S DAD
| don't know what it is, but
t hey must see you doi ng those
nice things as a sign of weakness.
The nore you do, the nore it
seens not to work. That guy
that doesn't do a thing for
t hem al ways seens to be what
t hey want.

TI M
You didn't do anything nice
to get Mon®

@ TIM S DAD
O course | did, but only after
she proved that she was wort hy.
| f she doesn't prove that to you
she coul d be playing sone foolish
game. Now | could be wong as two
| eft shoes, but | have been married
to your nother for 40 years now so
| nmust be doing sonething right.

TIM
Maybe you're right, maybe that's
the way it's suppose to be. | just

t hought that you guys in your
generation did things differently.

Ti m | ooks down towards his feet.

TI'M
(to hinself)
It | ooks |ike sonme things haven't
changed.

Ti m | ooks up and sees his younger brother, Donald, on the path
entrance talking to a 12- YEAR-OLD BLACK G RL. The girl listens
for a while, then runs down the driveway. Donal d wal ks down
the path towards the house.
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Donal d stops at

Donal d wal ks up

111

TI M
Hey Donald, | was just going to
get you for dinner. Wio's the

girl?
t he steps.
DONALD
No one, she's just a friend of
m ne.
TI'M

Your girlfriend, maybe?

DONALD
Maybe, if she passes.

TIM
Passes? Passes what ?

DONALD

Her test of course, you know
the test to see if she's worth
me dealing with. You don't think
that I would have a girlfriend
that didn't prove how nmuch she
liked me first, did you? Wat

do you think I am a chunp or
sonet hing. She's on her way to
the store to get ne a soda right

Nnow.
TIM
O course, | should have known
better.
t he steps.
TIM S DAD

| thought | told you about doing
that to the girl.

DONALD
Oh Dad, I'"mjust playing the
the gane |ike everyone el se is.
VWhat did Momfix for dinner?

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com



- BlackScreenPlays.con-Black ScreenPlays.corr- Black ScreenPlays.corr-

TIM S DAD
Do | look like a menu? Go in
and find out for yourself.

Donal d opens the screen door, and goes in.

Tim s father stands.

TimMs Dad exits

TIM S DAD
We had better go in and eat,
bef ore your nother conmes back
out here and gets us.

TI'M
"1l come in, in a mnute. | want
to sit here a while |onger.

TIM S DAD
Al right then, but don't be too
| ong.

t hrough the screen door. Timsits on the

porch, |ooking off into nothing.

=

END FLASHBACK

INT. TIMS APT -

TIM(V.Q)
As | sat on my porch, | thought
about what ny father had said
about dealing with Black wonen,
and what ny 12 year old brother
was doing to his 12 year old
girlfriend.

LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

TIM
Bl ack nen and wonen have been
gam ng on each other for generations.
| know that us Black nen have sone
very convi nci ng argunents about how
Bl ack wonmen act, and shoul d be treated.
Just |ike Black wonmen nmust have sone
very convi nci ng argunents about Bl ack
men. But, things have gotten so out of
control that we all have cone to expect

sone kind of ganme when we neet each ot her
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Eric, Floyd, and Clyde all nove to the edge of their seats.

TI'M
My 12-year-old brother should
not be gamng on a 12-year-old
girl, just like I should not
have been doing the sane thing
wi t h Shar on.

CLYDE, FLOYD, AND ERI C
look at Timin silence.

TI'M
| loved Sharon, and she had
done everything to show that
she loved ne. It was crazy for
me to try and play her. | decided
right then that I wasn't going to
pl ay her anynore. So that night
instead of staying at ny parent's
home, | drove back..

EXT. H GHWAY - NI GHT ( FLASHBACK)
Tim s car speeds down the highway.

TIM(V.O)
...to apologize to Sharon in
person for ny treatnent of her,
and to put a stop to the gam ng,
at least in our case.

INT. TIMS APT - N GHT ( FLASHBACK)
Atired Timenters his apartnent, bag in hand.
TIM (V.Q)

It was |late when | got back to
my apartnment, and | was tired...
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Timtosses his bag on the floor as he wal ks towards the couch,

ki cking off his shoes. He coll apses on the couch.
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TIM(V.0O)
...So tired that | didn't even
hit my bed, | just laid out

on ny couch until...
INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - MORNI NG ( FLASHBACK)

The norning sun shines in on a sleeping Tim who | ays spraw ed
out on the couch.

He is awakened by A SERIES OF KNOCKS on his front door.
TIM SLOALY RAI SES.
ANOTHER SERI ES OF KNOCKS.

Timgets up, and goes to the door. He opens it, and there
st ands Sharon and Dee Dee both nicely dressed.

TI M
Sharon! What are you doi ng here?

SHARON
Dee Dee and | were on our way
to church when | saw your car.
| just had to stop by and say
hell 0. You renenber ny roommate
Dee Dee, don't you?

TIM
O course. Wiy don't you both
come in.

Sharon and Dee Dee enter as Timchecks what he is wearing.

TIM
You'l | have to excuse ne for
how | 1ook, | had a rough night.

SHARON
| thought that you were out of
town, what are you doi ng here?

Before Ti m can answer A FEMALE VO CE | S HEARD com ng fromthe
hal | way.

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com



- BlackScreenPlays.con-Black ScreenPlays.corr- Black ScreenPlays.corr-

A SEXY, YOUNG BLACK WOMAN enters fromthe hallway wearing

APARTMENT BLACK WOMAN (O. S.)

Hello...Hello...Eric..

not hi ng, but Tim s robe.

APARTMENT BLACK WOVAN
...1s that you?

Sharon, Dee Dee, and Timl ook at the wonan in sil ence.

SHARON BEG NS TO CRY

and starts to run to the front door.

She runs pass Tim opens the door,

SHARON
| don't believe it. How could
| have been so stupid?
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and runs out the apartmnent.

Dee Dee follows close behind, as Timtries to say sonethi ng.

TIM
Shar on. . . Shar on. .. coneback
[t'’s not what it seens.

He starts to follow Sharon, but Dee Dee gets in his way at the

open door.

Dee Dee turns,

DEE DEE
Don't even try it. It is exactly
what it seens. | knew that this
woul d happen. | tried to warn

that girl about you, but she
woul dn't |isten. You have just
hurt ny best friend, and if it
wasn't Sunday | would tell you
off. Don't you ever try to cone
after Sharon again after playing
her |ike that.

and exits through the door.
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DEE DEE

(yel l'i ng)
Damm! Way do Bl ack nmen have to

be such Dogs?

Timstands in his apartnent in disbelief of what just
happened.

END FLASHBACK
INT. TIMS APT - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

CLYDE
VWhere did the woman come fronf

TIM
[:J (to Eric)
Eric, could you answer that
guestion for us?

They all look to Eric.

ERI C
It was one of ny honeys. | had
gone out to a club that Saturday
night, and net this fine |ady
who wanted to do ne right. Wen

we left the club, I remenbered
that | had a spot available for
use that night -- Tims apartnent.
So, | just slid on through his
spot for a while, | thought,

and knocked it out. | was having
such a great tinme that | sort

of loss track of the tine. | ended
up having to | eave her there for

a while until | could go hone, and

check in with the Ms.

TI M
Do you believe this guy?
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Clyde points to
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ERI C
| know that it may have been the
wrong play, but what's a guy
to do in such a situation? How
did I know that Timwas com ng
back early? | figured that | had
all nmorning to get her.

FLOYD
That m ght had been what you
figured, but you seriously
got Timdogged with his girl.

CLYDE
No he didn't, Timknows that
he coul d get back in that canp
if he plays it right.

TIM
Clyde, don't you get what | tried
to say in this story? | probably
coul d get back in with Sharon,
but | shouldn't be able to. Wen
you play, you deserve to pay
every once in a while. | was
wong to play Sharon -- Dead
wWr ong.

CLYDE
So you're saying that everyone
is wong then, when it cones to
pl ayi ng each ot her.

TI'M
Yeah, |'msaying it's wong.
Fl oyd.

CLYDE

Fl oyd, what do you think?

FLOYD
| don't know, he's got an
interesting story, but | don't
know.
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Clyde points to Eric.

CLYDE
Eric, what about it?

ERI C
It's so tricky out here, but |
t hi nk he may have sonet hi ng.

CLYDE

[; | won't say that this gaming is
right, but it's not wong either.
It's just a way to survive out
here, that's all. Ideally, maybe
we shouldn't play the wonen |ike
we do, but who wants to be that
trail blazer? That guy who woul d
be willing to take a chance on
getting played by your girls until
everyone deci des to stop?

Eric, Floyd, Cyde, and Timl ook back and forth at each ot her
in silence.

@ A LOUD BUZZ i s heard.
| NSERT TELEVI SI ON ON SCREEN
whi ch displays a test pattern

ERI C
Is it that late? |I'd better
get hone, because ne and ny
girl are suppose to go to church
i n the norning.

CLYDE
We all better go. Lets make a
nove.

They all stand, and head to the front door.

TIM
Wth what you have done | ately,
Eric, I'"'msurprised that you

don't burst into flames when you
enter the doorway of that church
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ERI C
You shouldn't be like that.

They get to the door; Floyd opens it.

TIM
It has been real fellas.

They all stop at the open door.

CLYDE
What are you going to do about
Shar on?

FLOYD
Are you going to try and get her
back?

ERI C
It's worth a try, | could help

you, you know, expl ain what
happened that night if you want
me to.

TI'M
No, that's not necessary. |'m
going to try to get her back
but I wouldn't hold it agai nst
her if she never took nme back.

CLYDE
Al right then. Floyd, do you
feel like going out? W could
still check out some cl ubs.
ERI C

You guys don't mnd if | hang
a bit wwth you, do you?

TI'M
Eric, | thought that you were
goi ng hone?

ERI C
| am |'mjust playing.
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Eric starts to | augh as he exits.
ERI C
Later fellas.
FLOYD
Why not, perhaps | could pul
sonmeone for the night.
Fl oyd exits. Cyde | ooks out the door.
CLYDE
(to Floyd)
Fl oyd, you couldn't pull a wonman
if you had a rope tied to her.
Clyde exits, as Tim shaking his head, shuts the door. He
slowy wal ks to the phone, stops, and S| GHS.
EXT. BASKETBALL COURT - MORNI NG
Timis positioned at the free-throw |line, basketball in hand,

on an enpty basketball court. He shoots, makes the basket, and
goes to retrieve the basketball.

As he slowy dribbles the ball back to the free-throw |ine he
LOOKS UP AND SEES SHARON in a jogging suit standing on the
court. He stops in his tracks as they both stare at each

ot her.

SHARON' S FACE
starts to smles, and then goes bl ank. Timwal ks over to her.

TIM
Hel | o Sharon, how have you been?
It's been a while since | |ast
saw you. | called you, and left
nmessages for you to call ne back,
but you never returned ny calls.
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SHARON
You call ed? | never got your
nmessages that you called. | guess

Dee Dee thought that she was
doing nme a favor by not giving
themto ne. |'ve been O K, as
good as coul d be expected under
t he circunstances.

Sharon | ooks away from Tim and then | ooks back.

SHARON
Tim Dee Dee told ne that |
shoul dn't have anything el se
to do with you. But, when
saw you over here fromthe
exercise station, | had to
come and ask you one question:
Wiy did you play ne?

TIM

| don't knowif | can explain
this, but I did to you what |

t hought | had to do in order

to keep you. It may seem strange,
but 1 thought | had to nmake

you prove how much you cared

for me to nake sure that you
weren't trying to run a gane.

SHARON
But | don't understand? | thought
that | did everything to show
you how | felt. It wasn't a gane.

TI'M

You did do everything. It wasn't
you, but ne. No one trusts anyone
anynore. Take that |ast incident,
for exanple. You have no reason
to believe this, but that woman
you saw in nmy apartnent was ny
married friend s date. That's why
she called me Eric. My friend
feels that "playing” his wife is
just part of the normal routine
when dealing with a Bl ack woman.
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SHARON
But, that doesn't nmke any sense.

TIM
You're right Sharon, it doesn't
make any sense, but that’s howit's
going to be until --

SHARON
Until what?

TI'M
Until someone tries to do
sonmething different. WII
you give nme the opportunity
to try sonething different,
Shar on?

A SM LE SLOALY APPEARS

on Sharon's face as Dee Dee, dressed in a jogging suit, wal ks
up to Timand Sharon.

DEE DEE
Grl, what do you think you're
doi ng? | thought that you woul dn't
have anything else to do with
this no good, good for nothing

dog.
SHARON
Dee Dee --
TIM
(i nterrupting)
No Sharon, | deserve that for

nmy past actions, but it doesn't
apply to me now.

DEE DEE
You believe this guy, Sharon?
After all that he has done, he's
still trying to run a ganme on you

- BlackScreenPlays.com-Black ScreenPlays.com Black ScreenPlays.com


BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
We received comments that Sharon would not take Tim back. We would hope she would.
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Sharon takes the basketball out of Tims hands, and gives it
to Dee Dee.

DEE DEE
VWhat's this?
SHARON
Timis not playing games anynore

Dee Dee.

Ti m and Sharon wal k toget her pass Dee Dee, who turns and
wat ches them as they pass.

DEE DEE
Sharon, where are you goi ng?

They continue to wal k away.

DEE DEE
Shar on. .. Sharon. .. cone back.

Dee Dee watches as they wal k away.

DEE DEE
Sharon, what am | suppose
to do with this basketball?

Dee Dee continues to watch Ti mand Sharon | eave. Dee Dee then
turns and faces the basket.

DEE DEE
VWll, since | have the ball
m ght as well do sonmething with
it.

Dee Dee di bbles the ball between her |egs a couple of tines,
and then dibbles to the basket and SLAMDUNKS.

=

FADE QUT.

=
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A happy ending. You do not have to have a happy ending, but it does help. Life has so few happy endings, why not have your screen world have one?

Dee Dee dunking we thought was a nice touch. 
All screenplays end with: FADE OUT.

BLACKSCREENPLAYS.COM
So how did you like the screenplay? We tried to cover a complex topic as simply as we could.

Now that you have read our screenplay do you think you could write your own? We are sure that your screenplay will be great if you take the time to write it.


